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When one thing goes wrong, it seems like 
everything goes wrong. And no situation 
proves that any truer than living on your own. 
Whether you’ve had many years of experience 
or only a few, the challenges can be extremely 
stressful. 

Especially when adapting to living in a new 
environment, with new people and a new set 
of responsibilities.

Residence hall living has its own kinds of 
challenges, including issues with roommates, 
issues with neighbors, and a whole host of 
other things to get used to.

Within my first two weeks of residence hall 
living, we had a tornado warning. I live on the 
seventh floor of Templin Hall, which means I 
have the best vantage point of any oncoming 
weather. It also means that my room is at the 
greatest risk to get demolished if a tornado 
hits. 

After my hometown, Manhattan, got struck 
by a tornado last year, I get worried every time 
I hear about a tornado warning or funnel 
clouds.

Thankfully, after I spent about 30 minutes 

in the basement, the storm passed. And like 
most times, everything turned out OK. 

But even though we always hope for the 
best, it seems that living on our own invites 
just the type of things we wish we would never 
have to deal with. 

A lot of the stories in our third apartment 
guide have to do with the art of getting 
along with another person, which is always a 
challenge in close quarters.

Many of these stories are entertaining, but 
there is a lot of valuable information about 
how to handle life on your own. 

Just remember: we’ve all been there.

Getting used to some 
challenges of housing

editor’s note

Alex Bonham-Carter/KANSAN
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BY BRETT PHILLIPPE
bphillippe@kansan.com

College students living on their own for the 
first time want to have the most positive and 
fun experience possible. But that’s not always 
how it turns out.

WAter, WAter everyWhere
Matt Shaw, Kansas City, Mo., junior, has 

lived in a house for the past two years and has 
had plenty of ups and downs. But one story 
that sticks out in his mind is when his radiator 
exploded in his bedroom last winter. 

“I walked into my bedroom 
and saw that the radiator was 
starting to leak,” Shaw said. “So 
me and my roommates stayed up 
all night panning water because 
we could not get a maintenance 
guy out there at that time of 
night.” 

Then Shaw realized the water 
was seeping through the hard-
wood floors. 

To deal with that problem, they 
had to run downstairs and pan it once again. 
Then Shaw and his roommates put a patch on 
the radiator to stop it from leaking and thought 
the problem was solved.

“We thought we had it all taken care of,” 
Shaw said. “But it was then when all the water 
shot through the patch and completely ruined 
the floor. It was a pretty bizarre situation.” 

Eventually Shaw got the leak to stop and had 
a maintenance man come fix it.

if SmellS could kill
Paul Hefferon, Overland Park senior, also 

had an experience with damaged property.
“I was in our apartment, and something 

smelled really bad, so I decided to try and 
figure it out,” Hefferon said. “After searching 
all around the kitchen, it seemed the smell was 
coming from the fridge. I looked all in there 
and didn’t find anything till I looked on top 
and found a bag of rotten potatoes that had 

gone so bad that it had stained the top of the 
unit.”

Hefferon threw the bad bag away immedi-
ately, but the fridge was still stained. He spent 
the next five minutes wiping it down, but the 
smell was still there for about a day.

living With roommAteS
Justin Puch, Burnsville, Minn., senior, has 

lived on his own for the past four years. 
During his time at the University he has seen 
everything from his living room filled with 
newspaper to a couch lit on fire and thrown 
off the roof.

“It’s never boring where I 
live,” Puch said.

But if Puch could single out 
one problem he wouldn’t want 
to deal with again, it would 
have to concern his living sit-
uation during his sophomore 
year. 

He moved into a house with 
some guys he did not know 
very well, and said he was 
taken advantage of daily. His 

roommates moved in the day before he did 
and didn’t tell him. They took all the bigger 
rooms. 

Perhaps the biggest issue that year was that 
his roommates constantly partied, and Puch 
didn’t like to party.

“Overall, they were just loud and rude to 
me,” Puch said.

Puch lived out his sophomore year with his 
roommates.

“College is about learning,” Puch said. 
“Sometimes that learning takes place outside 
of the classroom. I think this experience taught 
me what I didn’t want in the community I 
lived in.”

Shaw also learned from his experience and 
now has an interesting story to tell friends and 
family about living on his own. 

And Hefferon can still see a little spot now 
and then of the horrible potatoes.

— Edited by Liz Schubauer

Living on your own 
can drive you nuts

problemS

Students recall their housing horror stories 
with radiators, roommates and rotten potatoes

“I think this 
experience taught me 
what I didn’t want 
in the community I 
lived in.”

justin puch
Burnsville, Minn., senior
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BY MAX ROTHMAN
mrothman@kansan.com

Roommates simply cannot agree on 
everything. Everyone defines home in a 
unique way, and everyone has his or her own 
idiosyncrasies.

Often,  roommate 
mannerisms are easy to ignore. 
Other times, it’s not pretty. 
Luckily, whether roommates 
share a dorm room, an 
apartment or a house, drama 
can be easily avoided. Dan 
McCarthy, academic adviser 
at the University Advising 
Center, has suggestions to 
solve roommates’ riddling pet 
peeves.

pet peeve no. 1: 
Lying

The Tale: 
Sometimes all it takes is that first lie for the 

rest to catch on. Samantha Walton, Topeka 
freshman, started to notice some of her 

roommate’s lies here and there. Then it got out 
of control.

“My roommate lied about being enrolled in 
classes to me and my other two roommates,” 
Walton said. “Not only does she owe KU 
money, but she is also $5,000 in debt from 
credit cards. She has two warrants out for 

her arrest. She only passed one 
class last semester, so she was 
on academic probation. She 
continued to lie about it not 
only to her roommates but to 
her boyfriend.”
McCarthy’s Advice: 

“Any relationship foundation 
based on lies is an unhealthy 
one,” McCarthy said. 

McCarthy said relationships 
could be difficult to mend 

after dishonesty, which often stemmed from 
personal issues. Students should deal with 
dishonesty early before it develops into a bigger 
problem.

“Whatever she’s lying for extends to much 
more than paying the bills,” he said.

Advice for resolving 
roommate conflicts

pet peeves 

Photo Illustration by Libby Napoli/KANSAN

Living in a room with two other people can be trying at times.  Roommates who lie, steal or play loud music can create 
conflict in a shared living environment.  

See roommates oN PAge 5

Being honest can help work out disagreements

“The best friends do 
not always make the 
best roommates.”

Dan McCaRTHY
academic adviser
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pet peeve no. 2:
Bringing the ruckus

The Tale:
Taylor O’Donnell, Leawood freshman, is 

usually out on the weekends. But once when 
she decided to stay in, her roommate Kelsey 
helped remind her what she may have missed.

“One night I was asleep,” O’Donnell said. “I 
didn’t go out that night, and she came home 
very drunk. She slammed open the door sing-
ing and brought a guy home.”

Then, O’Donnell let her 
have it.

“I shouted, ‘Kelsey, be quiet; 
it’s my room too!’”
McCarthy’s Advice:

“Avoid that by identifying 
who the best fit is,” McCarthy 
said.

If the ruckus is unbearable, 
roommates need to decide 
what their needs are.  

“You need to be honest with 
yourself and say, ‘I need to find a wallflower.’ 
The best friends do not always make the best 
roommates.”

Planning ahead and making informed deci-
sions will help make living with a roommate 
easier.

“Before you get into the environment, you 
must know who you’re living with,” McCarthy 
said. 

If it’s too late for a swap, McCarthy suggests 
being honest about the problem and discussing 
it with your roommate.

pet peeve no. 3: 
tAking Without Asking

The Tale:
Clean socks can be hard to come by. Sam 

Anderson, Lawrence sophomore, gets annoyed 

when people mess with his socks.
“I just bought 10 brand new pairs of socks. 

After laundry, there were four pairs,” Anderson 
said. “You expect to get it back, but there’s no 
agreement. It kind of becomes stealing.”
McCarthy’s Advice:

Many roommates get frustrated when 
roommates can’t respect their possessions. 

“Some people identify where they live as a 
sacred place,” McCarthy said. 

He recommends addressing the issue 
immediately. 

“If it happens again, you can 
imply that this behavior is no 
longer accidental,” he said.

pet peeve no. 4: 
Loud music

The Tale:
“I can just tell that I’m an awful 

roommate,” Jake Whitaker said. 
“I’ve got a horrible habit of blaring 
music at 7 in the morning.”

Whitaker, Shawnee sophomore, said he 
didn’t exactly have his roommate’s needs in 
mind early in the morning.

“He’ll send me a text saying to turn it down,” 
he said.
McCarthy’s Advice:

“Noise issues, next to money, are one of the 
principal stressors of living with someone,” 
McCarthy said. 

McCarthy said that when told to turn off 
their music, many students “see in some way 
that their civil liberties are being invaded.”

Making peace and finding a fair deal is an 
imperative step.

“When it becomes a disruption,” McCarthy 
said, “a compromise is essential.” 

 — Edited by Casey Miles

Roommates (continued from 4)

Photo Illustration by Libby Napoli/KaNsaN

Roommates get along better when they communicate about their feelings and problems. Academic adviser Dan McCarthy  
suggests actively trying to solve problems with roommates before they get worse.

“You expect to get it 
back, but there’s no 
agreement. It kind of 
becomes stealing.”

Sam anderSon
Lawrence sophomore
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emergencies

Landlord almost dies 
trying to unclog toilet

BY BARBARA PLATTS
bplatts@kansan.com

Living under the demands and surveillance 
of a landlord can be a big change from the 
residence halls. Some tenants get along with 
their landlords, but others are not so lucky.  

Our LAndLOrd ALmOst died
Alison McAfee, Wichita senior, liked the 

house she was renting with two other girls. It 
was in a good area, she said, and the landlord 
was nice.

One day, Alison and her roommate were 
planning a small party. They were getting ready 
for company when they realized that one of the 
toilets was clogged. They called their landlord, 
and he said he would be right over to fix it.

He showed up soon after with what he 
thought was the answer to their toilet problems, 
a mixture of bleach and ammonia. 

The mixture of these two chemicals 
creates chlorine gas. According to the Utah 
Department of Health Web site, when breathed 
in, chlorine gas is extremely dangerous and can 
be deadly because it causes cellular damage to 
the lungs and nasal passages. 

“That did not sound right to us, but he was 
convinced it was OK and that mixing the two 
together would work,” McAfee said.

The landlord poured the two chemicals into 
the toilet. It took about 30 seconds crouched 
over the toilet before he started coughing and 
choking from the smell.

“We ran around the house, opening every 
window to try and make the scent go away,” 
McAfee said. “But we knew we all had to get 
outside.”

The landlord barely made it to the front lawn 
before he curled up in a ball on the grass. He 
couldn’t stop coughing, and he was beginning 
to vomit. The two girls didn’t know what to do. 
They had to get him to the hospital, but neither 
of them had a car.

The girls finally got a friend to lend them his 
car. Their landlord was still choking and they 
had to help him walk in to the hospital.

“It was a very odd situation,” McAfee said. 
“We were walking into the hospital with our 
landlord who couldn’t stop choking. Everyone 
was staring at us.”

After a doctor treated the landlord, he 
was back to normal. He received oxygen to 
equalize his breathing and stayed overnight for 
observation. 

Today, McAfee looks back at the situation 
with disbelief.

“It was quite a crazy day,” she said.

Lesson for future tenants: Ammonia and 
bleach do not mix. 

A sticky situAtiOn
Emily Soener, Omaha senior, rented a small, 

older house with three other girls during her 
sophomore year. 

It was their first year out of the residence 
halls. A relationship with a landlord was a new 
idea for the four roommates.

Unfortunately, their landlord could sense 
their inexperience and used it to her advantage.

“Our landlord knew we had no idea what 
we were supposed to do as tenants,” Soener 
said. “I mean, we caught on, but for a while she 
would make bizarre demands, and we would 
unwittingly comply.”

One day, a sewage pipe in the basement 
exploded. The pressure detached the basement 
from the house. Because they rarely went down 
to the basement, the broken pipe didn’t get 
fixed for some time. 

They didn’t discover it until later in the year 
when their landlord was giving a house tour to 
a potential tenant. When the landlord tried to 
show off the tornado shelter in the basement, 
they were greeted with something different.

“She pulled open the door and discovered 
something else,” Soener said. “Needless to say, 
those guys did not rent the house.” 

Because of the mess in the basement, the 
landlord quickly blamed the four current 
tenants and charged them with an $800 bill. 
Soener said she thought that the landlord had 
no viable reason for charging them for the 
broken pipe.

“She refused to admit that perhaps her little 
house was on the verge of collapse,” Soener 
said.

One of Soener’s roommates at the time, 
Evan Feldman, Santa Fe, N.M., senior, agreed 
that the landlord was quick to place blame on 
the four of them.

Even though it was a difficult year for the 
four girls, Soener remained positive about 
renting a space and having a landlord. But she 
did stress the importance of knowing exactly 
what a tenant is getting involved in when 
meeting a landlord.

“I would advise lookers to just pay attention 
to the ‘selling points’ landlords push on you,” 
Soener said. “You can tell from those if they’re 
interested in actually giving you an adequate 
place to live or if they’re just going to take your 
money and give you the keys to a wealth of 
problems.” 

 — Edited by Chris Hickerson
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noise 

Quell the commotion 
by communicating with 
cacophonous neighbors 

BY EMILY MCCOY
emccoy@kansan.com

Multiple people in a close space can be an 
easy recipe for disaster. As though roommates 
weren’t enough to worry about, sometimes the 
real challenge in apartment living is dealing 
with annoying neighbors. Relatively few people 
enjoy being kept awake by 
Guns N’ Roses blaring at 
2 a.m. There are two sides to 
every story, however.

Despite his admitted 
reputation as a difficult 
neighbor, Logan Englert, 
Topeka sophomore, said he 
shouldn’t always be blamed 
when the music got a little 
loud or partygoers got 
raucous. Instead, he said he 
wished his neighbors would give him a break 
every now and then. 

Although he said it was best to be on 
good terms with his neighbors, he felt some 
neighbors’ expectations were unreasonable.

“There are plenty of loud neighbors worse 
than us,” Englert said. 

Scott Mitchell, Salina freshman, admitted 
turning up the volume on his 
new sound system a few times. 
Mitchell said playing music 
wasn’t typically a problem, but 
he has had the police called on 
him once before. 

He said he had no problem 
cooperating, but he didn’t 
think it was the best way for 
his neighbors to have handled 
the situation.

“I would have been more 
than willing to turn down the music if my 
neighbors had just spoken with me,” Mitchell 
said. “I don’t think it was necessary to go 
through the police.”

Instead of going to the police, others try to 
deal with neighbors on their own. 

Alex Vezendan, Olathe sophomore, said 
problems with his living situation began early 
in the year and had only worsened.

“One weeknight, sometime around 2 a.m., 
I was woken up by loud shouts,” Vezendan 
said. “As it turns out, our neighbors were 
celebrating something with a native song. 
However, it was more of drunken shouts 

sometime accompanied with what sounded 
like an elephant crashing into a wall.”

Vezendan said he was initially willing 
to ignore the noise, but when the singing 
kept happening for a few weeks, he and his 
roommate decided to approach the performers 
downstairs. Despite their requests that the 
neighbors quiet down, Vezendan said, the 

message never seemed to get 
across. 

In cases like the one Vezendan 
faced, some students find 
themselves squaring off with 
neighbors in times of frustration. 

Instead of letting high-tension 
situations get out of control, Kelly 
Bradley, Legends Place property 
manager, advises residents first to 
calm down and think of friendly 
— yet confident — ways to 

approach their neighbors. 
“I would first suggest an open line of 

communication,” Bradley said. 
When tenants in Legends Place approach 

Bradley with neighbor issues, Bradley 
encourages them to settle it on their own.

“We like to let them try and solve their issues 
amicably,” Bradley said.

Bradley said she urged students 
to talk with neighbors personally, 
but she understood that some 
people were hesitant to confront 
other residents. 

“Some residents feel more 
comfortable getting the 
management involved,” Bradley 
said. “The first time we have 
to speak with a resident, it is 
a courtesy warning. But if the 
problems continue, it may be a 

lease violation.” 
Although few situations come down to police 

intervention or lease termination, Bradley said 
it was important to be aware of and respect 
other residents. But it is also necessary to 
accept the habits of other people to maintain a 
functional living environment.

“In apartments, everyone makes adjustments 
so that others are happy,” Vezendan said. 

No neighbor is perfect, but Mitchell said 
the best way to deal with frustrations was to 
choose battles carefully.

“My policy is just live and let live,” he said. 

— Edited by Casey Miles

“ I would have been 
more than willing to 
turn down the music 
if my neighbors had 
just spoken with me.”

Scott mitchell
Salina freshman

“In apartments, 
everyone makes 
adjustments so that 
others are happy.”

Kelly Bradley
Property manager
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BY CRYSTAL YAKEL
cyakel@kansan.com

Whether living with a complete stranger 
or a best friend, forming good relationships 
with roommates can be a challenge. There 
is someone new to get used to, someone 
different from the family back at home. It is 
important to create a working relationship 
with new roommates.  

Martha Leonard, Leawood freshman, 
found it difficult to get along with her 
roommate at first. 

“My roommate used a lot of my stuff, 
including my computer, and was always 
eating my food,” Leonard said. 

At first Leonard said she didn’t know 
how to talk to her roommate and had to 

pretend to be nice and then complained 
to her mom. 

Greg Decker, a counseling intern 
with KU Counseling and Psychological 
Services, finds that a good relationship 
with a roommate begins with good 
communication. 

“In North America, good communication 
is based on showing respect to another 
human, even when they are different, and 
especially when they disagree with you,” 
Decker said.   

To build a good relationship, Decker 
said it was wise to consider setting up a 
schedule. That way both people know 
what to expect and when. Set boundaries 

HArmony At Home 

Getting along with roommates gets tough

see getting along on paGe 10

photo Illustration by Libby napoli/Kansan

Friends make good roommates, just so long everyone is prepared for the new challenges living together will bring.

The unique challenges of living together can cause even 
strong relationships to falter without good communication
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early, and enforce them compassionately 
and consistently. 

“It’s OK to ask that your roommate not 
use your computer or food,” Decker said. 

Leonard knew that her living situation 
wasn’t going to get any better until she 
and her roommate worked on their 
relationship. It was easier to become a 
better roommate once she got to know 
and understand her roommate. 

“I found out that my roommate had 
seven brothers and sisters,” Leonard said, 
“and was very used to everything being 
shared.  And this allowed me to understand 
some of her sharing habits better.”

Leonard said they also both needed 
some time to themselves. 

By the end of the semester, Leonard 
said, she could consider her roommate a 
friend.

But some roommate relationships start 
out well and then start going downhill 
despite efforts to save them.  

An Overland Park freshman considered 
her roommate a friend, but her roommate 
wasn’t around a lot, so she didn’t know 

much about her attitude problems that 
made it hard to live with her. 

She and her roommate were not typically 
in the room at the same time so they never 
experienced truly living with the other 
person. She and her other roommates 
tried talking with her one-on-one, leaving 
her notes and writing her letters.

Living arrangements do not always 
work out. But there are ways to prevent 
a bad situation and cultivate a better 
relationship between roommates. 

If problems arise, Decker suggests 
getting a friend’s advice and learning from 
that friend’s suggestions. 

After talking with a peer, Decker said, 
roommates might be better prepared to 
deal more rationally with the situation 
and less likely to say things they might 
regret. 

Learning to form a good relationship 
with a roommate can be a difficult task, 
but it can be done with communication 
and compromise.

— Edited by Chris Hickerson

getting along (continued from 9)

Photo illustration by libby napoli/KanSan

Communication is the key to a successful roommate relationship, especially in situations where roommates 
want to borrow things, such as computers and food. 
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mAintenAnce

Renters work with management to fix problems

Where The 
True Hawks 

Nest!

www.firstmanagementinc.com

Highpointe

Saddlebrook

Parkway Commons

Canyon Court

Chase Court

• Swimming Pool*
• Hot Tub*
• Fitness Center*
• Security Systems*
• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance
• Free DVD Rental*
• Washer/ Dryer*
• Free Continental Breakfast*
• Pet Friendly*

Amenities Available:

Something for Everyone

* Available at select complexes

1. Apply spackle with a putty knife.

“It depends on the size of the hole, but 
most of the time you use spackle,” said 
Jamie Pealer, Lawrence Home Depot 
manager. “I like DryDex spackling 
because it goes on pink then dries white, 
so you can see when it’s time to sand. You 
may need a couple of coats.”

2. Once the area is dry, smooth it down 
with sandpaper. 

3. Paint over the sanded area.

“If you bring in a paint chip, we can 

match the color,” Pealer said. “We prefer a 
chip about the size of a quarter.”

time and cost estimates:
Spackle — $4 to $5 
Putty Knife — $6 to $7
Sandpaper — $4
Paint (quart) — $8 or $9 
Paint Brush — $2
Total Cost — about $27

Time estimate: two hours including time 
for the spackle and paint to dry.

— Home Depot

do-it-yourself: how to fix a hole in the wallBY KIRSTEN HUDSON
khudson@kansan.com

During maintenance of an apartment or house, 
any number of problems can arise. From clogged 
toilets to broken dishwashers, renters experience 
it all.

Tyson Miller, maintenance worker at The 
Reserve, 2511 W. 31st St., said some common 
problems residents called him to fix were backed-
up toilets, clogged drains and a lack of hot water.

“I get called for a lot of little things,” Miller said. 
“Mainly from girls whose showers get clogged 
with hair.”

Miller said the main thing tenants sometimes 
didn’t know about maintenance was how to use 
the heater and air conditioning.

“They complain about high power bills a 
lot because they don’t know how to operate it,” 
Miller said.

Erin Meyer, Lawrence Home Depot employee, 
often sees students who come into the store for 
supplies to fix problems with their apartments 
or houses.

“They come in after they break stuff a lot,” 
Meyer said.

She said some major maintenance issues 
students dealt with were broken or cracked 

blinds, plumbing problems, broken dome lights 
and broken door frames.

Jamie Pealer, Lawrence Home Depot manager, 
said students also often needed supplies to fix 
holes in their walls. 

“We have a hole in the wall — well, a couple 
holes in the wall actually,” Nerissa Praderio, 
Leawood junior, said. “We’re going to have to fix 
those before we leave.”

Meyer said she also often saw students renting 
carpet cleaners.

Colby Dixon, Leavenworth junior, said his 
biggest maintenance problem was when the 
water heater in his apartment broke and leaked 
on the floor.

“It got some clothes wet and stained the 
carpet,” he said.

Whitney Mosier, Manhattan junior, said she 
had problems with her dishwasher.

“The water wasn’t draining out of it after it 
had gone through a cycle,” she said. “I just called 
maintenance to fix it.”

To keep from having to call maintenance, 
students need to keep appliances clean and not 
abuse them, Pealer said.

“Most of the time they shouldn’t have 
problems,” he said. “Just follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions.”

Praderio said she had dealt with maintenance 
problems including a clogged shower drain, broken 
railings, a broken heater and air conditioner 
switch, and a broken garbage disposal.

“I’m lucky because I can call maintenance 24 
hours a day,” she said.

Sarah Fry, Lyndon sophomore, has dealt with 
heating issues and water leaks in the house she 
rents. When problems come up, she either calls 
maintenance or has a friend fix them, she said.

“There’s not much we should have to do,” she 
said. “The people we rent the house from have to 
fix the problems.”

Praderio said that when it came to maintaining 
an apartment it helped to just keep it clean.

“Our house right now is a pig sty; it’s tough 
when you have so much to do,” she said. “But it 
helps to do a weekly house clean.” 

— Edited by Brandy Entsminger
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Colby Dixon, Leavenworth junior, said his 
biggest maintenance problem was when the 
water heater in his apartment broke and leaked 
on the floor.

“It got some clothes wet and stained the 
carpet,” he said.

Whitney Mosier, Manhattan junior, said she 
had problems with her dishwasher.

“The water wasn’t draining out of it after 
it had gone through a cycle,” she said. “I just 
called maintenance to fix it.”

To keep from having to call maintenance, 
students need to keep appliances clean and not 
abuse them, Pealer said.

“Most of the time they shouldn’t 
have problems,” he said. “Just follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions.”

Praderio said she had dealt with maintenance 
problems including a clogged shower drain, 
broken railings, a broken heater and air 

conditioner switch, and a broken garbage 
disposal.

“I’m lucky because I can call maintenance 24 
hours a day,” she said.

Sarah Fry, Lyndon sophomore, has dealt 
with heating issues and water leaks in the 
house she rents. When problems come up, she 
either calls maintenance or has a friend fix 
them, she said.

“There’s not much we should have to do,” 
she said. “The people we rent the house from 
have to fix the problems.”

Praderio said that when it came to 
maintaining an apartment it helped to just 
keep it clean.

“Our house right now is a pig sty; it’s tough 
when you have so much to do,” she said. “But it 
helps to do a weekly house clean.” 

— Edited by Brandy Entsminger

maintenance (continued from 11)

Photo illustration by alex Bonham-carter/KanSan

1. Apply spackle with a putty knife.

“It depends on the size of the hole, but 
most of the time you use spackle,” said 
Jamie Pealer, Lawrence Home Depot 
manager. “I like DryDex spackling 
because it goes on pink then dries white, 
so you can see when it’s time to sand. You 
may need a couple of coats.”

2. Once the area is dry, smooth it down 
with sandpaper. 

3. Paint over the sanded area.

“If you bring in a paint chip, we can 
match the color,” Pealer said. “We prefer a 
chip about the size of a quarter.”

time and Cost estimates:
Spackle — $4 to $5 
Putty Knife — $6 to $7
Sandpaper — $4
Paint (quart) — $8 or $9 
Paint Brush — $2
Total Cost — about $27
Time estimate for a small hole: Two hours 
including time for the spackle and paint 
to dry.

— Home Depot

do-it-yourself: how to fix a hole in the wall
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842-3040 • village@sunflower.com

• Starting at $605
• 2BR/3BR Townhomes & Flats
• Pool Access
• Washer & Dryer Hook Up
• Fireplace
• Close to Park

Peaceful Neighborhoods

8888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888444444444444444444444444442222222222222

• Starting at $535
• 2 BR 
• On KU bus route
• Swimming pool

Pet Friendly Communities
• Starting at $405 
• Studios/1BR/2BR/TH
• Walking distance to    

     campus
• Pool Access
•Two blocks to historic downtown
•Small Pets Welcome

A P A R T M E N T S

A P A R T M E N T S

 Hanover Place
A P A R T M E N T S
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Lousiana Place
Apartments

Avalon 
Apartments

Starting at $465
1& 2 br. Apts.
Walking distance to 
Football stadium
Covered Parking

Starting at $520
1& 2 br. Apts.
Gas, water, & trash paid

2340 Murphy Dr.
{P} 785.841.1155     {F} 785.841.3430

parkwayproperties@sunfl ower.com
www.parkwaypropertiesks.com
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Friends

What happens when friends, 
used to enjoying social time, 
decide to start living together

BY LISA ANDERSEN
landersen@kansan.com

There are many comparisons between 
friends and family, but living with friends may 
not be similar to living with family. 

Tanya Izreilev and 
Monica Saha, Overland Park 
freshmen, have known each 
other since elementary school 
and are currently roommates 
in a two-person room at 
Ellsworth Hall.

“We basically live in a 
closet,” Izreilev said.

The two were neighbors 
throughout high school 
and have been best friends 
for eight years. They spend time together 

shopping, eating at Mrs. E’s, going to the gym 
and attending parties.

“We’re never mad at each other for an 
extended period of time,” Saha said.

The girls switch off cleaning duties every 
other week and have adjusted comfortably 

to the limited amount of space 
allotted to them.

“Our room is pretty organized 
— well, messy organized. We 
know where everything is,” Saha 
said. 

Both roommates said they 
seldom had issues with one 
another.

“I’m usually not very 
confrontational,” Izreilev said. 
“But if we have a problem, we’ll 

just say it. We’ve known each other for so long, 
we know what annoys the other.”

Roommates must work to maintain friendship 

Photo Illustration by Allison Richardson/KANSAN

Friends who become roommates often find their friendship strengthened by seeing each other all the time. Knowing 
someone for a long time before living with them can often help the transition to becoming roommates.

“We’ve known each 
other for so long, we 
know what annoys 
the other.”

Tanya IzraIlev
Overland Park freshman

For Free!
Live in Lawrence

Move into Campus Courts in June of ‘09 
and receive June and July rent FREE!

DVD rental
Tanning booth
fitness centerF

re
e

Hardwood floors
Gated community
Semester leases

* Some restrictions may apply. Contact Campus Courts at 842-5111 
for more details or visit our web site at campuscourtku.com

April 2, 2009
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BY LISA ANDERSEN
landersen@kansan.com

There are many comparisons between 
friends and family, but living with friends may 
not be similar to living with family. 

Tanya Izreilev and Monica Saha, Overland 
Park freshmen, have known each other 
since elementary school and are currently 
roommates in a two-person room at Ellsworth 
Hall.

“We basically live in a closet,” Izreilev said.
The two were neighbors throughout high 

school and have been best friends for eight 
years. They spend time together shopping, 
eating at Mrs. E’s, going to the 
gym and attending parties.

“We’re never mad at each 
other for an extended period 
of time,” Saha said.

The girls switch off cleaning 
duties every other week and 
have adjusted comfortably to 
the limited amount of space 
allotted to them.

“Our room is pretty 
organized — well, messy 
organized. We know where everything is,” 
Saha said. 

Both roommates said they seldom had 
issues with one another.

“I’m usually not very confrontational,” 
Izreilev said. “But if we have a problem, we’ll 
just say it. We’ve known each other for so long, 
we know what annoys the other.”

Dustin Befort and Landon Rotolo-Utz, 
Wichita freshmen, have known each other 
since second grade and share an apartment 
at The Meadows. The two agree that they are 
polar opposites.

“I’m insanely laid back. He’s getting there,” 
Rotolo-Utz said. 

Some of their shared cleaning duties include 
taking out the trash as needed and avoiding 
messes in the living room.

“He takes care of his room and I take care 
of my room; the rest gets cleaned after a party,” 
Befort said.

The two also try to conserve energy while 
keeping their apartment clean.

“We always turn off the lights when we 
leave a room,” Rotolo-Utz said. “And, we don’t 
smoke in the apartment, either.”

Despite their varying personalities, Befort 
said their friendship had only grown stronger 
since living together. The two spend time 
together outside their apartment playing 
tennis, but they tend to go different places on 
the weekends.

“We’ve never really had any problems or any 
kind of fight,” Befort said. “We just stay out of 
each other’s way when we need to.”

Saha does not regret her decision to live 
with a friend, but neither Saha nor Izreilev 
would recommend it for others.

“We’ve known each other for 
so long,” Saha said. “And we were 
neighbors, so we spent a lot of 
time together everyday.”

She advised picking roommates 
who were comfortable expressing 
their feelings.

“Make sure that whoever you 
room with, you feel comfortable 
enough to confront them about 
something,” Saha said. “You 
shouldn’t avoid causing drama 

by not talking to your roommate about what’s 
bothering you. It’s all about communication.”

Befort suggests knowing limitations when 
living with a friend.

“Make sure that your friendship is strong 
enough; don’t sweat the small stuff,” Befort 
said. “If you overreact to certain situations, 
you could really lose a good friend.”

Rotolo-Utz said he thought embracing 
differences was a key element in maintaining 
a friendship with a roommate.

“Don’t let your differences in lifestyles affect 
your friendship while living together; we’re 
like a Venn diagram,” Rotolo-Utz said. “But, 
make sure you make time for yourself.”

Befort and Rotolo-Utz are considering living 
together in the coming school year with a few 
friends. Saha will be living in her sorority, and 
Izreilev will be in an apartment.

“We’re both pre-med, so we’ll still be taking 
classes together,” Izreilev said. “Next year we’re 
not living together, but we would if we could.”

— Edited by Justin Leverett
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Lorimar&Courtside
Townhomes

“Where no one lives above or below you.”

Early sign-up specials on 2 & 3 bedrooms!

3801 Clinton Parkway
www.lorimartownhomes.com

(785) 841-7849

Washer/dryer
Dishwasher
Microwave
Fireplace
Walk-in closets
Vaulted ceilings
Ceiling fans
Patios

Featuring

SPACIOUS, REMODELED HOMES

SUNRISE VILLAGE
660 Gateway Ct.

3 & 4 BR Townhomes
$855 - $920

SUNRISE PLACE
837 Michigan St.

2 BR Townhomes & Apartments
$540 - $740

Very spacious, up to 1500 sq. ft. Half off deposit!
Up to $400 rent free!

• Located on KU Bus Route •
• Pool and Tennis Court •

• Some with paid internet •

View fl oor plans, pricing and amentities at 
sunriseapartments.com or call 785.841.8500

660 Gateway Ct Offi ce Hours: 10-6 M-F and 12-4 Sat

What happens when friends, 
used to enjoying social time, 
decide to start living together

Friends

Roommates must work to maintain friendship 

“We’ve known each 
other for so long, we 
know what annoys 
the other.”

Tanya IzraIlev
Overland Park freshman
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safety

Students concerned by break-ins can prepare by 
theft-proofing their house, being good witnesses

BY MEG BODEM
mbodem@kansan.com

Break-ins are a scary reality for students 
living on their own in college towns. Burglars 
often look for valuables in students’ homes, 
and they can easily steal them if tenants do 
not take steps to ensure that their homes are 
safe and secure. Knowing how to theft-proof a 
home is a good way to prevent break-ins.

Jennifer Ralph, Dodge City sophomore, said 
she knew firsthand that adding an extra lock to 
the door of her house made it safer.

“My sister and I were watching TV when 
I heard the back door open,” Ralph said. “I 
muted the TV, and heard somebody in the 
back pantry trip over the pots and pans that 
were on the floor.”

“I ran to get my brother, but by the time we 
got back to the pantry, they had run out, and 
the back door of the house was wide open.” 

Ralph and her roommates now have an extra 

lock and a chain on the door.
The Lawrence Police Department 

recommends that students keep their windows 
and doors locked and keep their premises 
well-lit at night. Also, trim shrubberies around 
houses so that doors and windows are not 
obscured and there is nowhere for burglars to 
hide in the yard. 

The police also recommended that if a 
tenant is away for an extended period of time, 
he or she should put timers on inside lights 
and have trustworthy neighbors help out by 
collecting mail and newspapers.

Jan Price, owner of Security Central, an 
alarm system company in Topeka, said tenants 
should be aware of their neighborhood 
surroundings at all times. 

“It’s important to know your neighbors,” 
Price said. “Know what kind of cars they drive 
and their schedules. If there’s a strange car on 
my street, I know about it.” 

She recommends that if students return 

home while a break-in is in progress, they 
should leave the scene quietly. 

“They should get to a safe place, and call the 
police,” Price said.

Ralph said that after the break-in at her 
house, she and her roommates did not call the 
police because nothing was stolen or broken, 
and the burglar was gone. 

Many students will call the police after a 
theft issue, but many do not know how they 
can help the police after a robbery. 

“If I saw that my apartment had been robbed, 
I would probably run away if they were still 
there, then call the authorities,” Bryn DeKosky, 
Overland Park junior, said. 

The Lawrence Police Department 
recommended that students be prepared to 
call authorities as soon as possible in the event 
of a robbery. 

Though it is best to take precautions to 
prevent burglary, a person who is robbed 
should try to be a good witness by remembering 

details about who robbed them and what was 
taken.

 
 — Edited by Justin Leverett

n Install deadbolt locks in doors
n Reinforce glass patio doors by  
    wedging a pole or stick in the door  
    track
n Install peepholes in doors
n Keep valuables hidden and out of
    view
n Never let strangers into your home
n Don’t give out information about
    when you will or will not be home
n Never let strangers know if you live
    alone

— Lawrence Police Department

prevention tips

april 2, 2009

Hutton Farms    3401 Hutton Dr.
Corner of  Kasold & Peterson

• 2 Luxury Pools
• TV Included
• Walk-in Closets
• Basketball Court
• Washer & Dryer
• Gated Entry
• Close to Ku 
   Bus Route

Tuckaway 
2600 W. 6th

5 Locations in Lawrence

1, 2, & 3 Bedroom
 Floorplans

Live in affordable luxury

$300 rent credit
(restrictions apply)
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BY LINDSAY FROST
lfrost@kansan.com

Knowing how to deal with severe weather 
conditions is an important part of life in 
Kansas. For each type of severe weather, there 
are different steps to follow.  

thunderstorm WAtch 
And tornAdo WAtch

Thunderstorm and tornado watches are 
issued in the areas where severe storms are 
potentially headed. According to the KU Public 
Safety Office, in the case of a thunderstorm or 
tornado watch there are several things people 
should be aware of:

Sirens will not go off.
Hail and high winds are possible, and in the 

event that the storm becomes severe, move 
away from windows. A closed hallway is a 
suggested safer place to wait out the storm.

tornAdo WArning
A tornado seen moving toward the area 

triggers a tornado warning, in which case a 
three-minute warning signal is sounded. In 
some University buildings voice emergency 
warning systems are activated when the city 
sirens are activated.

The siren is a suggestion to find overhead 
protection until given word otherwise.

People are generally instructed to stay inside 
away from windows and glass. People who are 
outside when a warning sounds should seek 
cover as soon as possible. If no shelter is 
possible, lie in a ditch in an area away from 
power lines and trees and cover faces and 

heads with your hands.
If people are in a vehicle when the warning 

sounds, they should go to the nearest shelter. 
If that’s not possible, they should leave the 
vehicle and find a ditch to lie down in.

If the tornado funnel is more than a half 
mile away, drive in a right angle away from 
the funnel.

 
microbursts

Microbursts and tornados are similar, but 
microbursts have some unique characteristics. 
They are concentrated columns of air that 
descend quickly and can cover areas of land 
up to 2.5 miles wide. Microbursts have strong 
winds of 168 mph or more. During this type 
of weather, people should follow tornado 
protocol.

In March of 2006, a microburst hit Lawrence 
and caused severe damage around the city. 
The storm knocked an air conditioning unit 
off the roof of Templin Hall. 

— Edited by Liz Schubauer

How to stay safe during 
crazy Kansas weather

severe WeAther

Photo Illustration by Jenny Terrell/KANSAN

The KU Public Safety Office recommends that people stay away from windows and glass during severe weather. Bathrooms 
and enclosed hallways can be suitable places to wait out bad weather.

if needed, these are other Ku con-
tacts that would be of assistance:
— 864-SNOW can be used year-round 
for weather emergency information.
— KU Info is 864-3506.
— Campus radio station KJHK 90.7 will 
provide weather info about campus 
updates and local radio stations will 
provide citywide weather suggestions 
and information.

April 2, 2009

LEASE

BASIC RENTAL AGREEMENT OR RESIDENTIAL LEASE

ental Agreement or Residential Lease shall evidence the complete terms and conditions under which 

rties whose signatures appear below have agreed. Landlord/Lessor/Agent, 

________________________, shall be referred to as "OWNER" and Tenant(s)/Lessee, 

_________________________, shall be referred to as "RESIDENT." As consideration for this 

ment, OWNER agrees to rent/lease to RESIDENT and RESIDENT agrees to rent/lease from OWNER 

se solely as a private residence, the premises located at 

__________________________________________in the city of 

_______________________________.

TERMS: RESIDENT agrees to pay in advance $______ per month on the ____ day of each month. This

reement shall commence on _____,___ and continue; (check one) 

__ until _______, ___ as a leasehold. Thereafter it shall become a month-to-month tenancy. If RESIDEN

ould move from the premises prior to the expiration of this time period, he shall be liable for all rent due

ntil such time that the Residence is occupied by an OWNER approved paying RESIDENT and/or expira

f said time period, whichever is shorter. 

B.__ until ____________, ______ on a month-to-month tenancy until either party shall terminate this 

agreement by giving a written notice of intention to terminate at least 30 days prior to the date of termina

2. PAYMENTS: Rent and/or other charges are to be paid at such place or method designated by the ow

t

follows _____________________________________. All payments are to be made by check or money

and cash shall be acceptable. OWNER acknowledges receipt of the First Month's rent of $__________

Security Deposit of $__________, and additional charges/fees for _____________________________

total payment of $__________. All payments are to be made payable to 

__________________________________.

3. SECURITY DEPOSITS: The total of the above deposits shall secure compliance with the terms 

conditions of this agreement and shall be refunded to RESIDENT within _____ days after the premi

been completely vacated less any amount necessary to pay OWNER; a) any unpaid rent, b) cleaning

key replacement costs, d) cost for repair of damages to premises and/or common areas above ordina

and tear, and e) any other amount legally allowable under the terms of this agreement. A written ac

said charges shall be presented to RESIDENT within _____ days of move-out. If deposits no not c

ts and damages, the RESIDENT shall immediately pay said additional costs for damages to OW

( ot to exceed ___% of the monthly rent), shall be ad

f

Lease a little fuzzy?
Have us clear it up before you sign.

Why? 
 There are several common lease 

provisions that could hurt students�
• automatic renewal clauses
• late fees
• security deposits
• move out charges

Call us at 864-5665 
for FREE legal advice.

…contributing to Student Success 

ooooooooooooovevevevevevevevevvvevveveveve-outututututututuututuututut. IfIfIfIfIfffIfIfffIfIfII  dd p

ooooooonanananananananananananannanan lllll ll llll ll cococococococococococococostststststststststststststts ssssssssssss fofofofofofofofofofofofofooor rrrrrrrrrrrrr dadadadadadddddddddd mages to O

hehhehehehehhhhhe mmmmmmmmmmonononononononononononoonthththththhththththtttht lylylllyllyly rrrrrrrenenenenenenennnnnnt)t)t)t))))t)))t)t))), , ,, , , , , , shshshshshshshhshshshshhshshaaaallllll bebbebeeeeeee aaaaaaaaaaa

Holiday Apartments
You’ll find a place to relax,

211 Mount Hope Court #1
785-843-0011                    www.holiday-apts.com

and to enjoy.

to grow, 

to reflect,

- Great floor plans
- Walk-in closets
- Swimming pool
- Laundry facilty
- KU bus route
- Lawrence bus route
- Small pets allowed

1 Bedroom - $440 & up
2 Bedroom - $535 & up
3 Bedroom - $700 & up
4 Bedroom - $840 & up
2 Bedroom Townhome - $750
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842-3040 • village@sunflower.com

• Starting at $605
• 2BR/3BR Townhomes & Flats
• Pool Access
• Washer & Dryer Hook Up
• Fireplace
• Close to Park

Peaceful Neighborhoods
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• Starting at $535
• 2 BR 
• On KU bus route
• Swimming pool

Pet Friendly Communities
• Starting at $405 
• Studios/1BR/2BR/TH
• Walking distance to    

     campus
• Pool Access
•Two blocks to historic downtown
•Small Pets Welcome

A P A R T M E N T S

A P A R T M E N T S

 Hanover Place
A P A R T M E N T S
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Lousiana Place
Apartments

Avalon 
Apartments

Starting at $465
1& 2 br. Apts.
Walking distance to 
Football stadium
Covered Parking

Starting at $520
1& 2 br. Apts.
Gas, water, & trash paid

2340 Murphy Dr.
{P} 785.841.1155     {F} 785.841.3430

parkwayproperties@sunfl ower.com
www.parkwaypropertiesks.com

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

    
     1

136 Louisiana St.

905 Avalon Rd.

ACROSS

1 They’re often manicured
6 Baffler
12 IT guy
13 Forgo restraint
14 Ancient
15 Intoxicates
16 Extinct bird of Mauritius
17 Dumbstruck
19 Broke bread
20 Gyro holder
22 Thither
24 Photo badges, e.g.
27 Ostentatious manners 
29 Cabinet div.
32 Nursery-rhyme baker
35 Membership
36 Apprehend
37 Potential syrup
38 Existed
40 San _, Italy
42 Arts deg.
44 Reviewer Pauline
46 Tennis champ who wed Agassi
50 Wicker material
52 Throw off the track
54 ‘_ Eleven’
55 Without variations
56 Backhand, e.g.
57 Classroom array

DOWN 
 
1 Building-block name
2 Scored 100 on
3 Jubilant shout
4 Zero
5 Tranquilized state
6 North Sea feeder
7 Indigent
8 Part of TGIF
9 Bad puns
10 Catcher’s aid
11 Church section
12 Young Mr. Lincoln
18 Hostilities
21 Author Fleming
23 Harem room
24 Mensa stats
25 Soon to arrive
26 Salty fluid
28 Protected
30 Sch. grp.
31 Recipe meas.
33 Greek vowel
34 Shade source
39 Sleazy one (Sl.)
41 Monsters
42 Family-biz abbr.
43 Bit of truth
45 ‘As I Lay Dying’ character
47 File partner
48 Isn’t up to par 
49 Aviate
51 ‘The way’ in China
53 Leading lady
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For Free!
Live in Lawrence

Move into Campus Courts in June of ‘09 
and receive June and July rent FREE!

DVD rental
Tanning booth
fitness centerF

re
e

Hardwood floors
Gated community
Semester leases

* Some restrictions may apply. Contact Campus Courts at 842-5111 
for more details or visit our web site at campuscourtku.com

April 2, 2009

#1

#2

Solution to #1 Solution to #2 Solution to crossword



It’s your choice.

A Better Way to Bank

www.kucu.org · 3400 W 6th Street and 2221 W 31st Street · 785.749.222423rd & Naismith

NEW LOCATION
COMING SOON!

*You must have a valid student ID and be age 24 or under to open the Student Select Checking Account. At age 25, the Student Select Checking Account 
will convert to a Simply Free Checking Account. Free ATM surcharge rebates up to $10.00 when you use your debit card 10 or more times per month.

Student Select Checking*

NO OPENING BALANCE

FREE ATMs WORLDWIDE

CHOOSE YOUR CARD DESIGN
 

SEE www.kucu.org FOR MORE FEATURES.

√
√
√



ApArtment guide 3 21

What do you think?

Kyle reid
Wichita freshman 

“My roommate put a pop can in the 
freezer. It exploded and froze over 
the mechanical parts of the fridge, so 
nothing stays cold anymore.”

Whitney lAmpier
Chicago junior

“Our water heater was broken so we 
couldn’t shower or brush our teeth for 
one or two days.” 

dAniel goldsChmidt
minneapolis sophomore

“We’ve been having a really bad mice 
problem; they’re eating all our food. I 
left a bagel in my backpack on the floor 
one time, and they got into it. It’s not as 
bad as before – we used to see them – 
but we still see their effects.” 

stephAnie BroWn
Byron Center, mich., sophomore

“Our water runs like milk. I live in a 
house across from GSP that’s literally 
110 years old. Our water is always white.” 

molly KinsellA
st. louis junior

“Our air conditioning froze this 
summer. The pipes leaked on my bed 
while I was gone and ruined a bunch of 
things.” 

by barbara Platts

Julie sChoeneCK
milwaukee, Wis., junior

“My dishwasher overflowed. We just 
started it one day and came back and 
suds were all over the kitchen, pretty 
deep. We had to clean it all up.” 

What’s the worst maintenance disaster you’ve ever experienced? 

April 2, 2009

GPM
Garber Property Management
5030 Bob Billings Pkwy, Ste. A

785.841.4785

Stone Meadows South 
Town homes

Adam Avenue
3 bdrm
 2 baths  

1700 sq. ft.

Stone Meadows West
Brighton Circle

3 bdrm
2 1/2 baths
1650 sq. ft.

$950

Lakepointe Villas
3-4 bdrm houses

 
 

$1000

$1300 - $1500

Now leasing
For Summer

and Fall!

* Pets okay with deposit!
* NO application fee!
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What do you think?
by natalie brown

What’s the worst thing you’ ve done as a roommate?

Brian WyroWski
olathe junior

“As revenge to something my 
roommate did to me, one night I 
knew he was getting wasted I saran-
wrapped his toilet.  Needless to say, it 
got a little messy.” 

aaron spack
Houston sophomore

“I got in a prank war with my room-
mate, and after he locked himself in 
my room, I got naked in his bed.”

autumn myers
ottawa junior

“My dog throws up a lot, and 
sometimes I’m really tired and don’t 
clean it up forever.”

Laura erdaLL
minneapolis junior

“Probably the worst thing I’ve 
done is taking clothes or food, and 
then it comes down to labeling 
things in the refrigerator.”

cHris sWift
Lenexa junior

“Unloaded bags of leaves in his 
room.”

Lizz doWney 
eagan, minn., freshman

“My roommate went home one weekend, 
and I moved all my stuff out and moved to 
a different room. She ended up transferring, 
and I didn’t even say goodbye.” 

apriL 2, 2009

FIND THE PERFECT 
APARTMENT?
LET US HELP YOU FILL YOUR FRIDGE.

YOUR LOCAL 
CITY MARKET!

23RD & LOUISIANA         (785) 843-0023

OPEN

HOURS
24

L O C A L   *   F R E S H   *   S A V E  $ $ $

LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED 
SINCE 1987






