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GettinG around Lawrence See how your house, apartment or 
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reAdy to ride

Buses, bikes provide convenience
KU on Wheels system 
ferries thousands of 
Jayhawks to and from 
campus every day

BY MAX ROTHMAN
editor@kansan.com

KU on Wheels caters to the directional 
needs of anyone with either a KU Card, a 
transfer slip or a dollar. A KU on Wheels 
log tallying riders per route indicates that 
approximately 6,000 to 7,000 students use 
the Campus Express route, which runs 
from McCollum Hall to GSP and back, on 
school days.

“It’s nice for getting to class on time,” 
Blain Wells, Hutchinson junior, said. “And 
it’s free.”

Ten different bus routes run throughout 
the day to take riders anywhere from 
the Kansas Union to Allen Fieldhouse to 
the Reserve at 31st Street. This kind of 
versatility is why a sunny day in Lawrence 
doesn’t keep students from riding the 
bus, said Derek Meier, KU on Wheels 
transportation coordinator.

“If you’re going to spend 20 to 30 
minutes in transit, you might as well 
use a bus,” Meier said. “It’s convenient 
because students can read newspapers, do 
homework or whatever they want because 
they’re not stuck walking and climbing 
hills. They have nothing to worry about.”

Of 52 recorded responses 
from a KU on Wheels 
survey, 75 percent said 
the frequency of the buses 
was a strength. Eighty-one 
percent noted the comfort 
of the buses as a strength.

For many, the bus system 
is a way to avoid the harsh 
wrath of the winter months 
and still get to class.

“I like to walk a lot when it’s nice, but 
not so much when it’s cold,” said Katie 
Crabtree, Kansas City, Mo., sophomore.  
 But many feel the same way and take 
the bus as an alternative to walking.

“In the winter, they can get pretty 
crowded,” said Donny Wasinger, Winona, 
Minn., freshman. “This is a longer wait 

here by the Union, but I don’t 
like walking too much.”

Alex Fischer, Jefferson City, 
Mo., junior, said he would 
sometimes rather walk than 
fight for a spot on the bus. 
Fischer is a resident assistant 
at McCollum Hall and has 
lived on campus since his 
freshman year. He said that in 
past years, when he bought a 

bus pass, he could leave 20 minutes before 
class and make it on time. But now that 
anyone with a KU ID can ride the bus, 
sometimes he has to leave for class 45 
minutes before it starts. 

“It’s just hard sometimes to get on a bus 
because they pack as many people on as 
possible,” Fischer said. “There’s just never 
enough room and probably not enough 
buses.” 

Those with a longer 
trek rely on buses from 
Park & Ride Express. This 
service provides a parking 
lot at Clinton Parkway and 
Crestline Road, enabling 
students to park their 
cars and then take a bus 
that runs to locations on 
campus.

“It’s quicker to use Park & Ride than 
to drive to a parking area on campus and 
walk to class,” Meier said. “It has many of 
the same characteristics as KU on Wheels 

for the people that aren’t on that route.”
Other students depend on the timeless 

bicycle for a good workout and a quick 
trip that’s on their own time.

“You get to class faster,” said 
Kaitlyn Cover, St. Louis, Mo., 
sophomore. “It’s also good 
exercise instead of just riding 
the bus.”

Although many students 
choose their future residence 
based on cost only, others 
deem location as a primary 
appeal.

“Being on campus makes it 
easier if you have to print something off or 
meet with a teacher,” Cover said.

— Edited by Melissa Johnson

Caleb Sommerville/KANSAN

Students pack onto a Campus Express bus outside Snow Hall. Thousands of students use the Campus Express route to get to and from class every day.

“I like to walk a lot 
when it’s nice, but 
not so much when it’s 
cold.”

Katie crabtree
Kansas city, Mo., 

sophomore

“There’s just never 
enough room and 
probably not enough 
buses.”

aLeX FiScHer
Jefferson city, Mo., 

junior
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Now Showing for Summer & Fall 2009

www.leannamar.com

LeannaMar Open House

MOVE - IN SPECIALS!

www.williamspointe.com

Mon - Fri 1-7 & Sat 11 - 2

Leanna Mar
• 4 Bedrooms
• 3 Full Bathrooms
• 1550 Square Ft.
• Full Size Washer & Dryer
• Walk-In Closets
• Free Extended Basic Cable
• Free Broadband Internet
• Free Carports

• 3 Bedrooms
• 2.5 Bathrooms
• 1421 Square Ft.
• Full Size Washer & Dryer
• Tile Floors
• Free Extended Basic Cable
• Free Broadband Internet
• Free Carports

• New Pool and Hot Tub
• New Workout Facility
• Rec. Room with Free Printing
• 3 Bdrm’s come with 42”
   Plasma/LCD Television
• 4 Bdrm’s come with all new
   Appliances
• 4 Bdrms Freshly Remodeled
• 24hr Maintenance

4501 Wimbledon Dr. F3
Lawrence, KS   66047

785-312-7942



One of the most exciting and 
daunting things about being a 
freshman is being able to live on 

your own for the first time. My freshman 
year was particularly exciting because I 
went out of state to Eugene, Ore., to try 
my hand at really living outside my com-
fort zone.

My freshman residence hall experi-
ence went surprisingly well, consider-
ing my room was the size of a small 
closet. Compare my room of not even 
100 usable square feet to a standard 
McCollum room of about 140 usable 
square feet. 

But on the upside, my roommate, 
Hannah, and I got along better than any 
roommates I’d ever seen.

When I decided to come to the 
University, I went straight for campus 
housing because it provided everything I 
needed: convenience, low cost and com-
munity.

I’m starting to look for my own place 
to live off-campus next year, and I know 
it’s not always going to be easy to find 
just what I’m looking for. Considerations 
such as type of housing, roommate, prox-
imity to campus, neighborhood, contract 
length, furniture, pets and cost will factor 
into my decision. 

Knowing how to start the housing 

search can be the hardest step, especially 
for college students. That’s why I hope 
these apartment guides will help make 
the transition to your next housing desti-
nation just a little bit easier.

When we started to put together this 
spring’s apartment guides, we thought 
about what students needed to know 
about finding a place to live next year. 
What matters to students about where 
they live? What interesting stories do 
students have to tell about their housing 
experiences? What don’t students know 
about finding a place to live?

The best way to start is by exploring 
the Lawrence housing scene. And we 
hope that this first Spring 2009 apart-
ment guide will help you get to know and 
explore your options.

— Edited by Brandy Entsminger
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A McCollum residence hall room (left) offers about 
140 square feet of free space after furniture is put in. At the 
University of Oregon (below), a residence hall room provides 
only about 100 square feet that isn’t covered by furniture.

Photos courtesy of KU and UO student housing

Consider your options before 
diving into a housing search 

By Nora SimoN
nsimon@kansan.com

editor’s note



apartment guide 18

february 26, 2009

What do you think?

emily nabhan
dallas sophomore

“Location, how close it is to school, 
and how nice it is.”

jacob pike
leavenworth junior

“Probably the first thing is cleanli-
ness because I don’t want to live in 
a dump.”

chris pearson
Wichita junior

“I think a comfortable atmosphere 
makes everything a good place, 
because if you’re comfortable 
affects how you study and how you 
feel about where you live.”

erina mckinney
topeka sophomore

“Well, I live at the Towers now, be-
cause I don’t have to pay bills, and 
I can wake up 30 minutes before 
class.”

rachel lantis
hays freshman

“Whether or not I have to share a 
bathroom.”

jessy luvisi
scottsdale, ariz., sophomore

“Cleanliness of the apartment com-
plex, and where it is in retrospect to 
campus.”

What’s a first priority to you when picking out a place to live?
by natalie brown

Apple Lane

Aberdeen
1 & 2 bedroom apts.
Flexible Lease Terms
Full size washer & dryer 
in every apartment!
Walk-in closets

1bedroom starting at $465/mo.
Close to campus on 15th St.
Some utilities paid

quality living
come home to

www.lawrenceapartments.com
Call us at(785) 749-1288

AND COMING SOON!

Fitness center
Free tanning
Business center

1 bedrooms starting
at only $695/mo.          
1 and 2 bedrooms
Immediate move-ins
Garages

SE corner of 6th 
& Stoneridge 

1400 Apple Lane

2300 Wakarusa Dr.

Pets Welcome!
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hitting the trAil

How to 
hunt for an 
apartment
Simplify your search for a place to live 
with these four easy steps, advice from 
experts and students’ experiences

see hunting on page 11

Illustration by emily eisenbarth

Want a place to call your own?

Park West Gardens Apartments

Ironwood Court Apartments

Coming in August 2009!

Starting at $495   Water & Trash Paid   Pool & Fitness Center

Garages   Pool & Fitness Center   Clubhouse   Large floor plans

4000 W. 24th Place 

1 & 2 Bedroom       1501 George Williams Way     

1 & 2 Bedroom       445 Eisenhower Drive     

Park West Town Homes
Eisenhower Terrace & Lane, Legends Circle, Marilee

Pet Friendly   Attached Garages   7 large floor plans

Pet Friendly   2 Car Garages   Fireplaces   2,3,4 & 5 Bedroom

Bring in this ad & we will waive your application 
fee for Remington Square applicants!

www.ironwoodmanagement.net     785.840.9467

...

.

. .

. . .

. .

1 Bedroom Loft Style Apartments



It’s your choice.

A Better Way to Bank

www.kucu.org · 3400 W 6th Street and 2221 W 31st Street · 785.749.222423rd & Naismith

NEW LOCATION
COMING SOON!

*You must have a valid student ID and be age 24 or under to open the Student Select Checking Account. At age 25, the Student Select Checking Account 
will convert to a Simply Free Checking Account. Free ATM surcharge rebates up to $10.00 when you use your debit card 10 or more times per month.

Student Select Checking*

NO OPENING BALANCE

FREE ATMs WORLDWIDE

CHOOSE YOUR CARD DESIGN
 

SEE www.kucu.org FOR MORE FEATURES.

√
√
√
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see hunting on page 12

hunting (continued from 9)

BY KIRSTEN HUDSON
khudson@kansan.com

For first-time (or even second- and 
third-time) apartment hunters, whether 
they’re out-of-town students, freshmen 
moving out of the residence halls or just 
people in need of a residence switch, the 
hardest part about searching for an apart-
ment is figuring out where to begin. 

1) define whAt you wAnt 
from A residence

Robert Baker, director of education 
for Housing and Credit Counseling, Inc., 
said that before searching for an apart-
ment, renters have to establish their basic 
needs and wants. 

“You have to ask yourself—do I want 
a roommate, is the location near a bus 
route, is it close to campus, how much do 
I want to pay for utilities—before search-
ing for a location,” he said.

According to the Kansas Tenant 
Handbook, renters should ask themselves 

four basic questions before searching for 
an apartment: where is it; does it match 
who I am; how much does it cost; and 
how long do I want to live there?

John Gibbons, Springfield, Mo., gradu-
ate student, said that for him the most 
important factor when searching for an 
apartment was proximity to campus.

“I didn’t want to have to drive,” he said. 
“I wanted to be able to walk to campus.”

Kate Joseph, Chaska, 
Minn., sophomore, said  
quality was her top prior-
ity when searching for an 
apartment.

“I live with all girls, so 
we wanted it to be a nice 
place, too,” she said.

Once tenants know what 
they want from an apart-
ment, they can start look-
ing at available resources. 

2) nArrow your seArch 
Classifieds: The classifieds sections 

of newspapers are easy places to begin  

the search for available apartments.
Jamie Nishimura, Mililani, Hawaii 

senior, said she found her current apart-
ment at Sunrise Terrace 
using the classifieds.

“It gave me more of 
an idea of what kinds of 
apartments were available, 
and, like everything else 
in life, I wanted to get the 

best deal,” she 
said.

Google it: 
Another easy 
option is an 
Internet search.

Some Web sites, such as 
www.bestapartmentsinlaw-
rence.com, www.aparments.
lawrence.com and www.hcci-
ks.org, allow users to enter  

specific criteria, such as price range and 
number of bedrooms. Then the site gen-
erates a list of apartments that match the 
criteria.

Colleen Boerner, Overland Park gradu-
ate student, said searching on the Internet 
was a good way to find apartments, 

but  she recommended being 
skeptical.

“They can distort the way 
the apartment looks in vir-
tual tours,” she said.

Word of mouth: Kate 
Baker, Wichita freshman, 
said she found her current 
apartment at Meadowbrook 
Apartments by talking to 
friends.

“If you know anyone that 
goes to school here that you can ask, 
that’s a good option,” she said.

Robert Baker, from Housing and Credit 
Counseling, Inc. said that to be care-
ful when getting apartment advice from 
friends, though.

“It’s all a matter of taste and prefer-
ence,” he said. “One person’s feelings may 
be different from what another person is 
looking for.”

“Sometimes the 
apartment you get is 
a lot different than 
the one you look at.”

Jame nishimura
mililani, hawaii, senior“If you know anyone 

that goes to school 
here that you can ask, 
that’s a good option.”

kate baker
Wichita freshman

ight where YOU want to be...R
841-4935

www.midwestpm.com

upl��, townhom�, apartmentsWe have hous�, dupve hous�, dupl��, tve hous� dupl�� townhomWeWe We hahahaaveavve ve hhouhoousouus�uss�,s� dudupuduuplupplpll���l���,�� totowtoownowwnhwnnhnhhommhoommom�, apartmm�,�m� apapaappaarpaartarrtmmrttmttmentsmenmemeentenntsnttsts
841-4935

We have hous�, dupl��, townhom�, apartments

WoodwardWo arddrdrd

California ApartmentsmenenentnttntsnttstsJacksonvilleJaJaJaackacksonvicksockkksoksksonkksok onon ilnvinvvilvilleillilllelllele

1015-1025 Mississippi 14th & Kentucky

941 Indiana700 Monterey Way

611 Michigan

1125 Tennessee

512 Rockledge

5th & California

Eastview Hanover

Jacksonville

Woodward Country Club

California Apartments

015-1025 Mi
EastviewewEastview South PointeSo

2310 W 26th
South Pointe

1712 Ohio

MIDWEST PROPERTY MANAGEMENT       785-841-4935        www.midwestpm.com
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hunting (continued from 11)

monthly cost of unit: how much 
can you afford in your budget 
without borrowing to rent?

solo or roommates: Do you know 
your potential roommates well? Will 
they pay their rent on time? Can you 
afford to live by yourself?

cost of utilities: how much will each 
cost?

Location: Do you need to be near 
campus or a bus route?

internet and cable hook-up: none, 
basic or premium? how easy will it 
be to get service in your unit?

pets or no pets: Your choice of 
apartment may be limited if you have 
a pet. many landlords charge a pet 
deposit or monthly fees.

Luxury or basics: are you willing to 
pay the extra cost for amenities such 
as a pool or workout room?

security: is your apartment or house 
in a good neighborhood?

washer and dryer: Does your unit 
have a washer and dryer provided, or 
just the hook-ups? Will you have to 
go to a laundromat?

furnished or unfurnished: Which 
suits your needs better?
 

 — Source: Housing and Credit Counseling, Inc.

top 10 things to consider 
before you rent

3) get A feeL for LAwrence 
ApArtments

If a person is sick of shuffling papers or 
sifting through Web sites, another option 
is to take a driving tour of Lawrence. 
Driving around will help give a feel for 
different areas and decide which parts of 
town a renter likes, Robert Baker said.

“This is especially helpful if you’re 
from out of town,” he said. 

4) mAke An Appointment
The last step when searching for an 

apartment should be to schedule an 
appointment to walk through the apart-
ment you want to lease.

Kate Baker said looking at the apart-
ment firsthand is important, but it might 
not provide as much insight as desired.

“Sometimes the apartment you get is 
a lot different than the one you look at,” 
she said.

Nishimura said nobody should sign a 
lease without walking through the apart-
ment first.

“It’s a must-do,” she said.
She recommended looking at a variety 

of apartments before making a commit-
ment.

“Don’t just jump and lease the first 
apartment that you find,” she said. “The 
people who are trying to get you are like 
used car salesman. They will do anything 
to get you to rent their apartment.”

Gibbons also suggested comparing 
several apartments.

“Where I live, even if you move a block 
further, you could pay $100 more in 
rent,” he said. 

— Edited by Susan Melgren

ask four basic questions before 
searching for an apartment: 

1. Where is it?
2. Does it match who i am? 
3. how much does it cost?
4. how long will i live there?

— Source: Kansas Tenants Handbook 

questions
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hunting (continued from 11)

monthly cost of unit: How much 
can you afford in your budget 
without borrowing to rent?

Solo or roommates: Do you know 
your potential roommates well? Will 
they pay their rent on time? Can you 
afford to live by yourself?

Cost of utilities: How much will each 
cost?

Location: Do you need to be near 
campus or a bus route?

internet and cable hook-up: None, 
basic or premium? How easy will it 
be to get service in your unit?

pets or no pets: Your choice of 
apartment may be limited if you 
have a pet. Many landlords charge a 
pet deposit or monthly fees.

Luxury or basics: Are you willing to 
pay the extra cost for amenities such 
as a pool or workout room?

Security: Is your apartment or house 
in a good neighborhood?

Washer and dryer: Does your unit 
have a washer and dryer provided, or 
just the hook-ups? Will you have to 
go to a laundromat?

furnished or unfurnished: Which 
suits your needs better?
 

 — Source: Housing and Credit Counseling, Inc.

top 10 thingS to ConSider 
before you rent

3) get a feeL for LaWrenCe 
apartmentS

If a person is sick of shuffling papers or 
sifting through Web sites, another option 
is to take a driving tour of Lawrence. 
Driving around will help give a feel for 
different areas and decide which parts of 
town a renter likes, Robert Baker said.

“This is especially helpful if you’re 
from out of town,” he said. 

4) make an appointment
The last step when searching for an 

apartment should be to schedule an 
appointment to walk through the apart-
ment you want to lease.

Kate Baker said looking at the apart-
ment firsthand is important, but it might 
not provide as much insight as desired.

“Sometimes the apartment you get is 
a lot different than the one you look at,” 
she said.

Nishimura said nobody should sign a 
lease without walking through the apart-
ment first.

“It’s a must-do,” she said.
She recommended looking at a variety 

of apartments before making a commit-
ment.

“Don’t just jump and lease the first 
apartment that you find,” she said. “The 
people who are trying to get you are like 
used car salesman. They will do anything 
to get you to rent their apartment.”

Gibbons also suggested comparing 
several apartments.

“Where I live, even if you move a block 
further, you could pay $100 more in 
rent,” he said. 

— Edited by Susan Melgren

Ask four basic questions before 
searching for an apartment: 

1. Where is it?
2. Does it match who I am? 
3. How much does it cost?
4. How long will I live there?

— Source: Kansas Tenants Handbook 

questions

Hutton Farms    3401 Hutton Dr.
Corner of  Kasold & Peterson

• 2 Luxury Pools
• TV Included
• Walk-in Closets
• Basketball Court
• Washer & Dryer
• Gated Entry
• Close to Ku 
   Bus Route

Tuckaway 
2600 W. 6th

5 Locations in Lawrence

1, 2, & 3 Bedroom
 Floorplans

Live in affordable luxury

$300 rent credit
(restrictions apply)
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university living

Tyler Waugh/KANSAN
Students can choose from three main options for on-campus housing. Some students decide to live in residence halls, which 
many students value because they offer a sense of community.

On-campus 
housing offers a 
community vibe

See on-campus ON pAge 15

BY KELLY COSBY
editor@kansan.com

When it comes to convenience and 
saving money, on-campus living is ideal. 
And an added benefit is the community 
spirit residents find here. The University 
provides its students with a variety of 
on-campus housing options, including 
residence halls, scholarship halls and the 
greek system.

The sororities and fraternities on 

campus are known for their sense of 
community. Although this option is more 
expensive, students can immediately bond 
with the other members of their houses. 
In-house chefs and cleaning services add 
extra conveniences. Often, students must 
abide by rules and keep a certain GPA in 
order to retain residency.

Jeff Davis, Wichita freshman, went greek 
because of the networking opportunities 
and encouragement from his family. He 
said the sense of community among a 

Get your posters and prints framed today!

FRAMEWOODS GALLERY

“�e �ree” by Susan Sinclair

“�e Shot” by 
Rich Clarkson



FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFUUUUUUUUUULLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLYYYYYYYYYYYY LLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOAAAAAAAADDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEDDDDDDDDDDDDDD CCCCCCCCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOOOOOLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEGGGGGGGGGGGEEEEEEEEEEEEE LLLLLLLLLLLIIIIIIIIIIIIIIVVVVVVVVVVVIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGG.

COME CHECK US OUT TODAY!
>> SEE HOW YOU CAN GET $100.00 CASH! HURRY!! OFFER ENDS SOON. <<

4301 WEST 24TH PLACE • LAWRENCE, KS • 785-842-3365 • GOGROVE.COM
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on campus (continued from 13)

Ryan Waggoner/Kansan

some students choose to live in scholarship halls, which focus on academics. Scholarship halls are one of the main options for on-campus housing. Other options include residence halls , greek 
houses and Jayhawker Towers apartments. 

diverse group of students was spectacular 
in his fraternity.

“At the house, all the guys are friends, 
and every one of us genuinely cares about 
the other,” Davis said. “It’s an awesome 
place where guys that are like you and 
guys that really aren’t like you can coexist 
and have fun, as well as study and run an 
organization.”

Davis said the sense of community 
spanned the entire greek system, as well.

“It’s just a great big frat, the greek 
system—supportive and loyal to all of its 
members,” Davis said.

The greek system is known for its 
numerous opportunities for student 
involvement. 

“Here I am, a second-semester freshman, 
and I’m already on the executive board here 
at Delta Tau Delta,” Davis said. “There are 
so many chances to advance your résumé 
and yourself.”

Now that he’s gotten involved with his 
fraternity, Davis will continue to live in-
house.

“As cliché as it sounds, it really is like 
living with family,” Davis said. “I wouldn’t 
trade it for anything.”

Although sometimes compared with 
the greek system, the scholarship halls 
provide a distinctive type of community 
atmosphere. Because of an application-
based selection process, the halls have a 
specifically academic focus. 

Students accepted into the scholarship 
halls typically pay about $1,600 less each 
year than those living in the residence 
halls, according to the Department of 
Student Housing. Each of the six men’s 
halls and six women’s halls houses about 
50 students.

“I found girls that are not only my best 
friends here, but I look at them as my 
sisters,” said Mary Emerson, Oklahoma 
City freshman. “They’re the girls who, 
when you break up with your boyfriend, 
will stay up with you until 3:30 in the 
morning. I feel like you just can’t beat the 
community that you find here. It’s not just 
a building to me — it’s a home.”

Emerson chose to live in Watkins 
Scholarship Hall because of the family-
style dinner approach.

“I really enjoy that it’s kind of like a small 
family,” Emerson said. “I look forward 
every day to going down and eating 
dinner, and it’s a great way to build new 
relationships.” 

Miller Scholarship Hall, a women’s hall, 
shares this kitchen setup. Instead of having 

separate bedrooms, Watkins and Miller 
halls have two sleeping porches with rows 
of bunk beds. 

A third common on-campus living 
option is the residence halls. These halls 
also offer a sense of community. 

“I love the huge number of people 
that you can find surrounding you at 
any point in the day, because I’m a social 
butterfly,” said Nathan Hutchcraft, Lenexa 
sophomore. “My dorm is a close-knit 
community.”

The residence halls are designed with 
lobbies on each floor, which emphasize the 
community feel.

“I love my floor,” said Eileen Remley, 
Concordia freshman, who lives in 
McCollum Hall. “It’s very doors-open. I 
know, like, every girl in my hallway. We do 
a lot of things together.”

Students living in the residence halls 
sometimes bond based on a sense of “we’re 
in this together.”

“The benefits are the closeness and 
camaraderie that you develop with what 
seem to be complete strangers,” said 
Danny Woods, Overland Park freshman. 
“But as the year goes on, you become good 
friends,.”

— Edited by Heather Melanson Check our website for Special Offers!

Ranch Way
On Clinton Parkway
2 & 3 BR from $750

Centennial Park
711 Rockledge Rd.
2 & 3 BR from $540

Heatherwood
2000 Heatherwood

1, 2, & 3 BR from $450

2100 Haskell
2 BR Townhomes

with study from $525

Many other houses, apartments, duplexes and
townhomes with great locations. Visit us at

785 - 842 - 7644
www.gagemgmt.com

Emery Place
1419 & 1423 Ohio
Studio and 1 BR

Sunflower
2541 Redbud Ln

1, 2, & 3 BR from $405

Heritage Place
400 Wisconsin
3 BR from $580

Kentucky Place
1310 & 1314 Kentucky
2, 3, & 4 BR from $595
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furry friends

Pet owners struggle finding housing options

Barbara Platts/KANSAN

Joe Wertzberger, Manhattan senior, and his Australian shepherd mix, Murphy, live in a house that is personally 
owned.  He said it was easier to have pets with personal owners because they are often more lenient than managing companies.

Even pet-friendly apartments have restrictions and costs to put limits on animal roommates
 BY BARBARA PLATTS

bplatts@kansan.com

Looking for an apartment can be a dif-
ficult process, and bringing a house pet 
along is another, more expensive obsta-
cle. 

Every housing complex has a differ-
ent policy on house pets. Meadowbrook 
Apartments, a popular housing commu-
nity at the intersection of Bob Billings 
Parkway and Crestline Road, puts 
a 50-pound weight limit on pets and 
does not allow any in its new buildings. 
Another well-known set of apartments, 
The Reserve on 31st Street, has a no-pet 
policy, with the exception of fish in a tank 
with a capacity of 10 gallons or less.

Joe Wertzberger, Manhattan senior and 
current owner of an Australian shepherd 
mix, named Murphy, said many difficul-

ties arose when trying to find an apart-
ment that allowed pets.

“When you have a dog you have to get 
that out in the first couple questions to 
the landlord,” Wertzberger said. “Fifty 
percent of the time they don’t allow pets, 
and a lot of the time they have weight 
limits for them, as well as a pretty hefty 
deposit.”

Wertzberger and his two roommates 
rent a house from personal owners, who 
Wertzberger said are easier to work with 
than a managing company.

“At our current house there is no weight 
limit (for the dog),” Wertzberger said. 
“Personal owners usually allow pets and 
can be more lenient about the situation.”

It may be harder to accommodate a pet 
when renting from a managing company. 
Hilary Leibold, Chicago senior, faced a 
25-pound weight limit and many other 

SPACIOUS, REMODELED HOMES

SUNRISE VILLAGE
660 Gateway Ct.

3 & 4 BR Townhomes
$855 - $920

SUNRISE PLACE
837 Michigan St.

2 BR Townhomes & Apartments
$540 - $740

Very spacious, up to 1500 sq. ft. Half off deposit!
Up to $400 rent free!

• Located on KU Bus Route •
• Pool and Tennis Court •

• Some with paid internet •

View fl oor plans, pricing and amentities at 
sunriseapartments.com or call 785.841.8500
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Mentioning a pet to a landlord in the first few questions is important to determine if the landlord allows pets or has any 
limitations and fees associated with having pets, Wertzberger said.

problems when it came to housing her 
husky-German shepherd mix, Josephine.

“A big obstacle was the pet deposit,” 
Leibold said. “I had to give half of a 
month’s rent for the dog.”

By law, half a month’s rent is the most 
a landlord can charge 
for a pet deposit. Robert 
Baker, director of educa-
tion at Housing and Credit 
Counseling Inc., said that 
although landlords were 
restricted in the amount of 
money they could charge 
on a pet deposit, the law 
did not restrict the number 
of pets.

“The only thing that is 
clearly defined in the Kansas Tenants 
Handbook is the amount you can charge 
for the pet deposit,” Baker said. “However, 
pet could be singular or plural.”

Each landlord is able to decide if they 
want to allow pets in the space they are 
renting. They are also able to determine 
the standards and requirements for the 
pets.

“There are often odd requirements,” 
Baker said. “I have seen one that limits a 

pet to being no taller than six inches off 
the ground.”

A pet can often be a difficult roommate 
for a college student. Leibold said she had 
to give up her canine friend because her 
current environment didn’t work with a 

dog.
“I decided to give the dog to 

my parents. It’s hard to have a 
dog in college, especially in an 
apartment,” Leibold said.

But for those who want to 
have a dog, finding a place 
that fits the pet’s criteria is 
crucial. Wertzberger recom-
mended looking at places 
with fences.

“If you are driving around 
looking for ‘for rent’ signs and you see a 
fence in the backyard, that is often a good 
sign that they allow pets,” he said.

After a year in an apartment with her 
dog, Leibold said her best piece of advice 
was to make sure the pet always had 
enough room.

“Space. Lots of space,” Leibold said. “It’s 
less about the apartment and more about 
the dog.”

— Edited by Sam Speer

Barbara Platts/KANSAN

“I have seen one 
that limits a pet to 
being no taller than 
six inches off the 
ground.”

RobeRt bakeR
Housing and Credit 

Counseling, Inc. 
education  director

“THE BEST NEST IN TOWN”
785.841.5255    1421 W. 7th St.

*RESTRICITIONS APPLY
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Photo illustration by Jerry Wang/KANSAN

Before sign-
ing a lease, 
students 
should go 
through the 
property with 
the landlord.  
Kansas law 
requires that 
the landlord 
and tenant 
make a list 
of conditions 
and damages 
before they 
move in.  One 
thing to check 
is whether or 
not the locks 
work.

BY ALEX ESPOSITO
aesposito@kansan.com

 The next step to stress-free renting after 
the search has begun is a thorough move-in 
inspection. Landlords are legally required 
to provide a walk-through inspection with 

a tenant within five days after they move 
into a residence.

 The landlord and tenant must make 
a list of the damages and conditions of 
the premises before the tenant moves 
in, according to the Kansas Tenants 
Handbook.

Things to look for 
before moving in 
to a new place

See check oN PAge 21

check it twice

Follow Kansas law to protect yourself 
while inspecting a new apartment

Lousiana Place
Apartments

Avalon 
Apartments

Starting at $465
1& 2 br. Apts.
Walking distance to 
Football stadium
Covered Parking

Starting at $520
1& 2 br. Apts.
Gas, water, & trash paid

2340 Murphy Dr.
{P} 785.841.1155     {F} 785.841.3430

parkwayproperties@sunfl ower.com
www.parkwaypropertiesks.com

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

    
     1

136 Louisiana St.

905 Avalon Rd.
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 Bill Larzalere, Legal Services for 
Students chief litigation attorney, suggests 
that students complete the inspection,  
before moving in.

 “When you first move in, do a move-
in inspection with your landlord, all 
roommates and even parents present,” 
Larzalere said. “More eyes will catch more 
things. You want to be thorough. Take 
time to do a good inspection and mark 
everything down.”

 Legal Services for Students provides 
a move-in inspection checklist, as 
well as advice, on its Web site, www.
legalservices.ku.edu. Students should use 
the LSS checklist to document any existing 
damages and make sure they don’t miss 
anything during the inspection, Larzalere 
said.

 “Make sure you mark everything,” 
Larzalere said. “If you miss something, 
you could get charged for something you 
didn’t do. There’s nothing stopping you 
from taking pictures or videotaping the 
inspection. The inspection also gives you 
a chance to write what you want to have Photo Illustration by Jerry Wang/KANSAN

Students should check out the plumbing in the apartment they are considering renting. Going through the apartment thoroughly before moving in can help prevent problems later on. If 
students find problems while doing their inspection, they should document it and let the landlord know what they need fixed right away. See check oN PAge 22

checK (continued from 20)

My First  
Apartment! 

Where I Spent 
My Summer 

My Place for 
“Me” Time 

View From My 
Window 

Create Your 
Memories.  [Here] 

• Voted “Best Townhomes” 2 years running 
• Furnished Studio Apartments 
• 1-, 2-, 3- & 4-Bedroom Floor Plans 
• 24-Hour Fast, Reliable Maintenance  
• Walking Distance to KU with 3 Bus Stops 
• Over 50 Floor Plans to Fit Every Need 
•••   Floor Plans, Photos and Reservation  

Information  on our website:   
www.meadowbrookapartments.netwww.meadowbrookapartments.netwww.meadowbrookapartments.net   

785785--842842--42004200  
Bob Billings Pkwy Bob Billings Pkwy   
& Crestline Drive& Crestline Drive  

Now Leasing for 
Now Leasing for 
Now Leasing for 

Spring, Summer & 
Spring, Summer & 
Spring, Summer &    

August, 2009.
August, 2009.
August, 2009.   
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fixed right away. If you move in and 
something’s not, right tell the landlord 
you want to get it fixed as soon as possible. 
Then, get it in writing to guarantee it will 
get done.”

 The Kansas Tenants Handbook suggests 
asking the landlord for the “check-out list 
or a list of things he or she will expect to 
be done and will inspect when you leave. 
These are things you want to look at 
closely when moving in. You are to return 
the unit in as good a condition as when 
received except for normal wear and tear.” 

 Shopping around and starting her 
search for an apartment early helped 
Jessica Cassin, Overland Park freshman, 
find her perfect fit. She is already signed 
up to live in Meadowbrook Apartments 
next year.

 “It’s a nice complex and it’s pretty close 
to campus,” Cassin said. “It really gave me 
bang for my buck. The new apartments 
are so nice and they have tons of floor 
plans to choose from.” 

It’s important to be thorough during an 

apartment search, but all the effort will 
pay off in the end.

 “When I first went apartment searching 

in Lawrence I looked at 20 different places 
before I found the right one,” Larzalere 
said. “Make a day of it, but don’t wait until 

the hottest day of July. Try to get an early 
start.”  

— Edited by Liz Schubauer

check (continued from 21)

1.  Check the hallways and stairs. 

2.  Check the locks on the doors.  

3.  Check the plumbing, including 
pipes around any radiators.

4.  Check the electrical wiring.

5.  Check the floor, walls, and 
ceilings. 

6.  Look for signs of rodents and 
insects. 
7.  Check the heat.  

8.  Ask about utilities.  

9.  Check for garbage or trash 
containers. 

10. Make sure the appliances work.  

11. Check the windows and 
screens. 

12. Check for lead paint.

13. If an apartment is furnished, 
check the condition of the 
furniture. 

14. Find out who is expected to 
take care of the yard, halls, and 
sidewalks. 

15. Ask whether parking is 
available or guaranteed.

— Source: Kansas Tenants Handbook

top 15 things to check out 
before renting

WHEN: April 5th
WHERE: Alvamar

THEME: OVER THE TOP Golf Attire. Prizes for best dressed team and 
individual

FEE: ONLY $25 per person. 4 people per team
 (guys and girls may be on same team)

WHAT YOU GET: 18 holes, tournament polo shirt, free cart rental, chances to 
win tons of prizes, a Sunday Fun Day with your friends 

HOW TO PLAY:

e-mail kansanopen@kansan.com with your
   

   1) team name
   2) team captain

   3) captain’s phone number
   4) names of players (you will be co

       tacted for team payment)

OR 
stop by The University Daily Kansan Classifi ed Offi ce

 in Stauffer-Flint Room 119
 between 9 - 5 to sign up in person.

ALL SPONSORSHIP PROCEEDS
GO TO COTTONWOOD CHARITY
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Illustration by Sarah Taggart

Weighing the options

Students compare advantages of 
houses, apartments, residence halls

See versus on page 25

Individual 
needs affect 
choice of 
residence

Lorimar&Courtside
Townhomes

“Where no one lives above or below you.”

Early sign-up specials on 2 & 3 bedrooms!

3801 Clinton Parkway
www.lorimartownhomes.com

(785) 841-7849

Washer/dryer
Dishwasher
Microwave
Fireplace
Walk-in closets
Vaulted ceilings
Ceiling fans
Patios

Featuring



BY CLAYTON ASHLEY
cashley@kansan.com

Apartment, house, or residence hall? KU 
students show a lot of personal preference 
when it comes to deciding where to live 
while attending the University.  

Renting a house is a popular choice 
for students, especially those looking for 
something a little more quiet or private. 

Lindsay Stewart, Columbia, Mo., 
junior, said she liked her 
home because she didn’t 
have to deal with noisy 
neighbors. David Kern, 
Lansing junior, feels the 
same way.  

“It’s a lot quieter than 
an apartment or dorm,” 
Kern said.  

He said he also 
appreciated the location.  

“It’s on the bus route, 
which is really convenient,” Kern said. 
“It’s a good location, close to Dillons and 
Wal-Mart.”    

Diana Kaepplinger, Chicago 
sophomore, said she was pleased with the 
house she rented with her roommates.  

“It was close to the stadium,” 
Kaepplinger said. “It was big and cheap 
compared to all the other places we 
looked at.”   

Many students enjoy the extra freedom 
that comes from living in a house.  

“More space, more 
freedom,” said Matt Tingle, 
Cary, N.C., junior. 

Travis Elder, Olathe 
freshman, also enjoys the 
freedom houses offer.

“I don’t have to live in 
a noisy complex with a 
bunch of those people,” 
Elder said. 

There are some things 
students can get only by 
living in a house, such as a garage.   

For students looking for a community, 
they can join the more than 3,500 students 
who live in residence halls. Some students 
like residence halls because they offer 
an affordable package, including a meal 
plan, cable, and telephone.  

“I like having a cafeteria right beneath 

me,” Erica Bennett, Emporia freshman, 
said.  

With breakfast, lunch and dinner 
prepared every day at Ekdahl Dining 
Commons, also known as Mrs. E’s, 
making food becomes one less thing to 
worry about while living in the residence 
halls.  

Sarah Anderson, Blue Springs, Mo., 
freshman, chose to live in a residence 
hall, not only because it was affordable, 

but because it allowed her to 
meet new people.    

Other students, like 
Catherine Allan, Mooresville, 
N.C., freshman, agreed that 
the residence halls offer 
something different.

“I’d never lived in a dorm 
before, and I wanted to see 
what it would be like,” Allan 
said. 

The residence halls’ 
authentic college living situation draws 
students to live there. 

“Residence halls are the true college 
housing experience, a place where all 
the other students living there are going 
through the same experiences you are,” 
said Jennifer Wamelink, associate director 
for residence life.  

Apartments are also very popular 
among KU students, who make up about 
50 percent of all apartment tenants in 

Lawrence. Students appreciate 
that the rules are little more 
laid back in an apartment 
compared with the residence 
halls.

“I can have a cat, just like I 
wanted,” said Chelsea Brooks, 
Canby, Ore., sophomore. “I 
can also find parking easily”.  

Others, like Marc Lyon, 
Leawood sophomore, value 
that much of the maintenance 
is taken care of in an 

apartment.    
While living in an apartment may mean 

giving up a front yard, it certainly comes 
with its own benefits. 

“I don’t have to deal with the hassle 
of a house, like mowing the lawn,” Javen 
Kelly, Lansing junior, said. 

— Edited by Melissa Johnson
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versus (continued from 24)

Allison richardson/KANsAN

Many students choose to live in houses because they can be quieter, and some are conveniently located along bus routes.  
Cost and proximity to things, such as the stadium and grocery stores also play a factor in whether a student chooses to rent a 
house. 

“I don’t have to live 
in a noisy complex 
with a bunch of those 
people.”

TRavis EldER
Olathe freshman

“I don’t have to deal 
with the hassle of a 
house, like mowing 
the lawn.”

JavEn  KElly
lansing junior

Remember the Moment

KansanSales.com
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Studying abroad limits 
students’ leasing options

SemeSter optionS

BY NATALIE BROWN
nbrown@kansan.com

These days, being economically savvy is 
far from overrated, especially when apart-
ment shopping for somewhere to live for 
only half the year.   

Setting up somewhere to live after study-
ing abroad or finding someone who can 
sublease while studying abroad can be pret-
ty frustrating, unless students know how to 
barter with their landlords. Some students 
have discovered methods that allow them 
to leave for their semester abroad without 
lease troubles. 

“Finding a replacement sublease person 
for that person between semesters can 
become an issue, but thankfully there are 
always people just arriving or returning 
to Lawrence,” said Peter Lyrene, Fairhope, 
Ala., senior.

Lyrene’s roommate, Jacob Muselmann, 

is currently studying abroad in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. When Muselmann, Tulsa 
senior, was mapping out his plans for hous-
ing, knowing he would be gone the spring 
semester, he was hesitant to sign a lease. 
Fortunately for him, his three-bedroom 
house was contracted by a landlord who 
could relate. 

“The landlord was encouraging after he 
explained that his daughter had studied 
abroad for a full year in the UK while she 
was in college,” Lyrene said.

The housing dilemma causes the same 
problem every year. According to the 
Institute of International Education, 27.5 
percent of the University’s undergraduate 
students study abroad.  

Students who don’t have an understand-
ing landlord can plan ahead with their 
roommates.

Kelsey Hutchinson, Woodland Park, 
Colo., junior, is studying abroad in England 

this semester.
“I’m not subleasing my room back in 

Kansas, but my roommate and I split up 
rent throughout this year so it works out,” 
Hutchinson said. “I’m not paying rent there 
anymore because we worked it out at the 
beginning of the year, and she knew I 
would be leaving for the spring. We kind of 
evened out the rent for the year.”    
 With Kansas ranked 11th in the nation 
among public universities for the number 
of students who study abroad, students 
wish that making housing arrangements 
around study abroad trips could be more 
convenient.

“I wish there was a way, or a system, 
to connect with other students study-
ing abroad to make housing arrange-
ments, especially semester exchanges. I 
was shocked when I found none at KU,” 
Muselmann said in an e-mail. 

The KU Office of Study Abroad does 
not assist students with leasing options; 
however, the department recommends the 
Jayhawker Towers. 

Instead of worrying about finding anoth-
er roommate to take the place of the per-
son studying abroad or paying out to a 
roommate, students can lease by semester 
at either the Jayhawker Towers, part of 
the Department of Student Housing, or 
Naismith Hall, a privately owned residence 
hall located at 1800 Naismith Drive.

Sam Sankoeich, Naismith Hall gen-
eral manager, said the building allowed 
between six and 10 people to lease for only 
a semester.

“We don’t advertise that we allow it, but 
if a person asks while we’re talking about it, 
then we mention it,” said Sankoeich.

Naismith does, however, charge a fee of 
$50 or $100 per month if a lease is only for 
a semester, Sankoeich said.

That cost is an addition to the semester 
pricing averaging $4600 depending on the 

room being standard, renovated or deluxe. 
Naismith does not have a deadline for leas-
ing, making it easier to find last-minute 
housing. However, Naismith fills a majority 
of its rooms for the fall semester by June 
with a first come, first serve basis.

Jayhawker Towers also subleases for a 
semester depending on the availability dur-
ing a particular semester. A four-person 
apartment costs an average of $1600 per 
semester. For a two-person apartment, the 
average is $2800. The Jayhawker Towers, 
unlike Naismith, do not charge extra for 
only leasing a semester. 

According to the housing department, 
only students who intend to study abroad 
can take advantage of these options, There 
is already a waiting list of at least 20 peo-
ple for leasing next fall at the Jayhawker 
Towers.

Students living in fraternities or sorori-
ties can find housing for a single semester 
much easier than other students, Sarah 
Mahn, Overland Park senior, said.  

“I lived in Sigma Delta Tau first semester 
last year because we have a live-in policy 
for two years,” Mahn said. “But I got to pay 
a study abroad fee to remain a member and 
be in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, last 
spring semester.” 

Mahn said the number of greek students 
who study abroad seems to differ each 
year. She noticed that only about half of 
her group during her program had a greek 
affiliation. 

Even with difficulties finding housing, 
students still manage to bite the bullet and 
find a leasing option that works best for 
them. 

“It’s a great experience and it shouldn’t 
be given up just because of trouble with the 
living situation here,” Mahn said.

— Edited by Sam Speer

Allison Richardson /KANSAN

Peter Lyrene, Fairhope, Ala. senior, had to find a replacement roommate because his roommate, Jacob Muselmann, Tulsa 
senior, studied abroad this semester. Lyrene said he wished there were easier options for semester leases.

Home is where
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Hardwood Flooringg
Flat Rate Utilities
Gated Community
Semester Leases
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International students 
fit in at Stouffer Place

BY TRIGG EDWARDS
tedwards@kansan.com

For some international students, living 
in Stouffer Place apartments can help them 
cope with the overwhelming process of 
leaving home, country and family. 

Around 80 percent of the estimated 
2,300 residents in Stouffer Place are inter-
national students, or their family members. 
This gives the apartments an environment 
where different cultures and heritages are 
tolerated and shared.

Sometimes residents will go years with-
out seeing any friends or family from 
back home. One such resident is Hector 
Codoceo, Iquique, Chile, who came to the 
University of Kansas from Chile because 
his wife received a Fulbright Scholarship. 
“I knew nobody,” said Codoceo. “You can 
find somebody from your country or the 
same area.”

Codoceo and his wife have been at 
Stouffer for over eight years now and as 
soon as this May they will return to their 
native Chile.  “We now are so used to being 
here,” said Codoceo, “It’s going to be kind 
of chalky in a way. . . cause we have a life 
here already with friends. It’s going to be 
difficult to leave our life here.”

The residents of Stouffer hail from a vast 
array of countries including Chile, China, 
South Korea, Indian, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United States.  

Seyool Oh, PhD Candidate, Jinhae, 
South Korea, is the president of the Stouffer 
Neighborhood Association. “Stouffer Place 

is a unique place,” Oh said. “Off-campus 
apartments don’t have a community”. 
Because most of the students are interna-
tional students, the established community 
greatly eases the transition to a new envi-
ronment and culture.

The Stouffer neighborhood is self-
governed by the SNA. They deal with 
policy rules and community building. 
Occasionally there will be meetings that 
deal with communal issues. The communal 
issues affect all residents whether they are 
students or not. 

Actually, the family members outnumber 
the students, Most of the residents who live 
in the apartments are family members of 
students. SNA is funded by the University, 
but the funding is disproportionate because 
the school funds the group for each stu-
dent, not resident.

Donald Claus, vice president of the 
Stouffer Neighborhood Association, has 
lived at Stouffer for more than seven years 
and has seen many of the residents’ kids 
grow up in that time. “I was fortunate to 
live in Stouffer,” said Claus. “You have peo-
ple of all ages and people of many nation-
alities and so here at Stauffer there are lots 
of things we do that allow people to meet 
very quickly”. Throughout each year, the 
neighborhood will host a various assort-
ment of activities from throwing charity 
fundraisers to putting a slip and slide on 
top of Daisy Hill.

 — Edited by Liz Schubauer

Caleb Sommerville/KANSAN

Stouffer Place apartments can provide a sense of community for international students who live there.  80 percent of the 
residents in the apartments are international students and their families.

LEASE

BASIC RENTAL AGREEMENT OR RESIDENTIAL LEASE

ental Agreement or Residential Lease shall evidence the complete terms and conditions under which 

rties whose signatures appear below have agreed. Landlord/Lessor/Agent, 

________________________, shall be referred to as "OWNER" and Tenant(s)/Lessee, 

_________________________, shall be referred to as "RESIDENT." As consideration for this 

ment, OWNER agrees to rent/lease to RESIDENT and RESIDENT agrees to rent/lease from OWNER 

se solely as a private residence, the premises located at 

__________________________________________in the city of 

_______________________________.

TERMS: RESIDENT agrees to pay in advance $______ per month on the ____ day of each month. This

reement shall commence on _____,___ and continue; (check one) 

__ until _______, ___ as a leasehold. Thereafter it shall become a month-to-month tenancy. If RESIDEN

ould move from the premises prior to the expiration of this time period, he shall be liable for all rent due

ntil such time that the Residence is occupied by an OWNER approved paying RESIDENT and/or expira

f said time period, whichever is shorter. 

B.__ until ____________, ______ on a month-to-month tenancy until either party shall terminate this 

agreement by giving a written notice of intention to terminate at least 30 days prior to the date of termina

2. PAYMENTS: Rent and/or other charges are to be paid at such place or method designated by the ow

t

follows _____________________________________. All payments are to be made by check or money

and cash shall be acceptable. OWNER acknowledges receipt of the First Month's rent of $__________

Security Deposit of $__________, and additional charges/fees for _____________________________

total payment of $__________. All payments are to be made payable to 

__________________________________.

3. SECURITY DEPOSITS: The total of the above deposits shall secure compliance with the terms 

conditions of this agreement and shall be refunded to RESIDENT within _____ days after the premi

been completely vacated less any amount necessary to pay OWNER; a) any unpaid rent, b) cleaning

key replacement costs, d) cost for repair of damages to premises and/or common areas above ordina

and tear, and e) any other amount legally allowable under the terms of this agreement. A written ac

said charges shall be presented to RESIDENT within _____ days of move-out. If deposits no not c

ts and damages, the RESIDENT shall immediately pay said additional costs for damages to OW

( ot to exceed ___% of the monthly rent), shall be ad

f

Lease a little fuzzy?
Have us clear it up before you sign.

Why? 
 There are several common lease 

provisions that could hurt students�
• automatic renewal clauses
• late fees
• security deposits
• move out charges

Call us at 864-5665 
for FREE legal advice.

to premises and/or common 

and tear, and e) any other amount legally allowable under the terms of this agreement. A written ac

_____ days of move-out. If deposits no not c

pay said additional costs for damages to OW

the monthly rent), shall be ad

the monthly rent), shall be ad

…contributing to Student Success 

theguide
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staying home

Living at home 
helps students
to save money
Choosing to not to fly the coop has advantages 
and disadvantages from on-campus living

BY CRYSTAL YAKEL
editor@kansan.com

Most people see college as an oppor-
tunity to fly the coop and live away from 
home. But for some that decision is a less-
practical option, and they decide to live 
with their parents. 

Each option has its own 
advantages and disadvan-
tages.

McKayla Saunders, 
Overland Park junior, said 
she found it more eco-
nomically efficient to live 
with her parents instead of 
on campus. 

By living with her par-
ents and riding the K-10 
Connector back and forth from Overland 
Park, Saunders has saved money. 

“It isn’t until you are on your own that 
you realize how much money really has 
to be spent on conveniences, such as the 
Internet, that are free when 
living at home,” she said.

She also said she appre-
ciated knowing that where 
she lived with her parents 
was secure and a part of 
a safe neighborhood. 
Knowing the area you live 
in means no guessing on 
security and safety.

But Saunders admitted 
there were some downfalls 
to living at home.

“Your alone time is limited and there are 
still chores,” she said. “You are still being 
told to do stuff.” 

Privacy can become an issue when liv-
ing at home with family.

But many students decide to live some-

where other than home. Robert Rebori, 
Shawnee sophomore and resident of Lewis 
Hall, decided to trade in the comforts of 
home for greater freedom.

“I enjoy the independence of being at 
college because you get to set your own 
schedule and deal with your responsi-
bilities without someone reminding you,” 

Rebori said. 
Many students appreciate 

their increased privacy and 
freedom living on campus. 
Meg Swisshelm, Leavenworth 
freshman and resident of GSP-
Corbin Hall, said that having 
the freedom to come and go 
without a curfew was a great 
advantage to living on cam-
pus. 

Sovereignty from rule of parents is 
a nice change, but many students still 
face the difficulties of living with other 
people.

“You still have a roommate to get used 
to,” Rebori said. “You are used to your 

parents because you have 
lived with them your whole 
life, and now you have to deal 
with how your roommate is 
different from you and the 
family you were raised by.”

Many students wonder 
about their options when it is 
time to head off to college. 

When college approaches, 
and each subsequent year of 

college comes there after, it’s important to 
look at all of the housing  opportunities. 

There’s a lot of options to think about 
when deciding to take that next big step in 
life. So consider them thoughtfully.

— Edited by Susan Melgren

“Your alone time is 
limited and there are 
still chores. You are 
still being told to do 
stuff.”

Mckayla saunders
Overland Park junior

“You still have a 
roommate to get 
used to. You are used 
to your parents...”

rObert rebOri
shawnee Mission

sophomore

GPM
Garber Property Management
5030 Bob Billings Pkwy, Ste. A

785.841.4785

Stone Meadows South 
Town homes

Adam Avenue
3 bdrm
 2 baths  

1700 sq. ft.

Stone Meadows West
Brighton Circle

3 bdrm
2 1/2 baths
1650 sq. ft.

$950

Lakepointe Villas
3-4 bdrm houses

 
 

$1000

$1300 - $1500

Now leasing
For Summer

and Fall!

* Pets okay with deposit!
* NO application fee!
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What do you think?
by vicky lu

mAggie Liu
Suzhou, China, sophomore

“I have a scholarship, so the housing 
department suggested me to live 
in a scholarship hall. Sometimes I 
like living there; sometimes I don’t, 
because we have to do shifts like 
cooking, cleaning and phone duty.”

HeAtHer KAtz
Overland park sophomore

“I found my apartment through a 
friend who lived there last year. The 
apartment is renovated. It’s a good 
deal, and the maintenance fee is 
reasonable.” 

erin fLetCHer
Leawood sophomore

“I joined a sorority. I was a little 
worried at the beginning, but my 
roommates are really nice.”

mArie biggS
Omaha, neb., sophomore

“My roommate picked out the 
apartment. I like it, but I have to 
share a bedroom with a roommate.”

miKe pitteL
Houston sophomore

“I found my townhouse on a news-
paper ad. The house is actually really 
nice, but the only downside is that 
the house is not on the bus route.”

dAvid Curtin
Overland park junior

“I like my apartment because all the 
appliances are pre-installed.”

What do you like or dislike about the place you are living in right now?

www.westhillsku.com    1012 Emery Rd. 
785.841.3800

• Pet-friendly
   50 lb. limit
• On-site Laundry
• 24-hr Maintenance
• Free coffee bar

map courtesy of  www.
maps.google.com

• HUGE floor plans
• All Electric
• Updated appliances
• 1, 2 BR Floor Plans
• On KU Bus Route

SUMMER LEASES AVAILABLE

WALKING DISTANCE TO KU
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#1

#2

Solution to #1 Solution to #2

842-3040 • village@sunflower.com

• Starting at $605
• 2BR/3BR Townhomes & Flats
• Pool Access
• Washer & Dryer Hook Up
• Fireplace
• Close to Park

Peaceful Neighborhoods

8888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888444444444444444444444444442222222222222

• Starting at $535
• 2 BR 
• On KU bus route
• Swimming pool

Pet Friendly Communities

• Starting at $405 
• Studios/1BR/2BR/TH
• Walking distance to    

     campus
• Pool Access
•Two blocks to historic downtown
•Small Pets Welcome

A P A R T M E N T S

A P A R T M E N T S

 Hanover Place
A P A R T M E N T S

rrPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPllaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaccccccccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
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ACROSS

1 Eminem’s genre
4 Credit card total
8 Marries
12 Muhammad or Laila
13 Re planes and such
14 Exam format
15 Part meant to be clutched
17 Loosen
18 St. Bernard’s cargo 
19 Everest adjective
21 Mickey’s boss
24 Londoner’s last letter
25 The whole enchilada
26 Roulette bet
28 Monastery VIP
32 Harness part
34 Ironically humorous
36 Ticklish Muppet
37 Oust
39 ‘That hurts!’
41 Eg. and Syr., once
42 Symbol of intrigue
44 Table linens
46 First
50 Fond du __, Wisc.
51 Puerto __
52 Indiana Jones’ prop
56 Aware of
57 Pennsylvania port
58 Greek mountain
59 Without
60 For fear that
61 Plague

DOWN 

1 ‘Go, team!’ 
2 Carte lead-in
3 Fire
4 Stiletto, e.g.
5 Always, in verse
6 England-er
7 November birthstone
8 Potential
9 Sea eagle
10 Mid-June honorees
11 Coin aperture
16 Lair
20 Meadow
21 Challenge 
22 Holly
23 Evergreen type
27 Parched
29 High-quality, as stock
30 Actor Sharif
31 Colonial loyalist
33 Fig cookies
35 Thither
38 Mainlander’s memento
40 Billfold
43 Noisy tower
45 Manhandle
46 Eye part
47 1492 craft
48 PC picture
49 Entice
53 Fleur-de-__
54 Altar affirmative
55 Peace (Lat.)

Holiday Apartments
You’ll find a place to relax,

211 Mount Hope Court #1
785-843-0011                    www.holiday-apts.com

and to enjoy.

to grow, 

to reflect,

- Great floor plans
- Walk-in closets
- Swimming pool
- Laundry facilty
- KU bus route
- Lawrence bus route
- Small pets allowed

1 Bedroom - $440 & up
2 Bedroom - $535 & up
3 Bedroom - $700 & up
4 Bedroom - $840 & up
2 Bedroom Townhome - $750



THE OFFICIAL
STUDENT APARTMENT

SPONSOR OF

KANSAS 
ATHLETICS

Ultimate College 
Experience

The Apartment Complex with the

2511 W 31st Street
Lawrence, KS 66047

785-842-0032
myownapartment.com

lawrence@edrtrust.com
CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFO!

*prices may be subject to change

FREE internet
FREE tanning bed

jacuzzi & pool plaza
individual leases

fitness center
lighted basketball court

sand volleyball court
fully furnished

student services center
washer/dryer in every unit

NO security deposit
roadside rescue program

with approved guarantor

Voted #1 Best 
Apartment Complex

-Top of the Hill

Now Leasing For

Rents start at

*
Fall 2009

$309
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